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Jlfessrs. Lochwood W Backus propose pointing c 
Edition of ike Confession of Faith^ agreed up 
c'c^'h'ook, A. D. 1708, together tvitk the hec 
agreement formerly assented to by the United j 
ttrs called Presiryterian and Congregational 
the Articles for ike admtnistfation of Ckurck < 
Vine as adopted by tke General Assembly at Ne^ 
^:>cn, on the iitkof October ji. 2). I7u8, 

J'otgd-^Tkat Rev. Messrs. Stephen //'. Sti 
Elijak fFatermany and Het?mn Humpkrey^ be a 
m'tttee to superintend the puhhcation^ and see 
correctness of tke same according to tke first e 

A true extract of the minutes of the Assi 
?:cld at Mingtony June lOM 1810. 

^Icit^ Samuel Mer\mn, S( 







PREFACE. 



A MONG the memorable Providences re!a- 
r\. ting to our English Nation in the last 
lentupy, must be acknowlt-dged the settling of 
English Colonies in the American parts of the 
Vorld ; among all which this hath Inren pecul- 
ar unto and to the distinguishing glory of that 
ract called New-Englard. that the colonies 
here were originally formed^ not for the advan- 
age of trade^ and a worldly interest ; but upon 
he most noble found-^tion, even ofreligionvand 
he Liberty of their Conneiencea^ with respec* 
into the ordinances of the\Gospel administered 
n the purity and power oAhem ; a happinebft 
hen not to be enjoyed in their native soil. 

We joyfully conpjrattilate the religious liber- 
:r of our brethren in the late auspicious reign 
>f K William and Q> Mary, of blessed memory, 
md in the present glorious r^ign, and from the 
Mttom of our hearts bless the Lord whose pre- 
logative it i| to reserve the times and seasons 
n his own hand; who also h»th in<^pired the pi- 
rns mind of her most sacred Majesty, whose 
reign we constantly and unfei^cdV^ \^t^^ tk«^ 
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:uinenical v^njn^...., 
of Constantinople against Maco 
ihesuti ag^tinst Nestorius, of Ctii 
»t Eutychcs. And when the lig^ht 
ion broke forth to tht dispersing of 
ess, the reformed n:itions agreec 
issions of F-iith, famous tn the wor 
M^cia! Service to theirs and standing 
anmng those of latter times, publis 
lation most worthy of repute and ; 
% we t;«ke to be the Confession of 
iposed bv the reverend Assembly of 
ventd ac Westminster* with that of 
' in the substance, and in express 
' most part the same ; the former* 
lly assented and attested to, by the 
»Mr country, by ununimons vote oft 
Ciders and Messengers of the chur 
I timbridge, the last of the 6th moi 
e l.itter owned and consented to b' 

ff 
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'fcligion, nor are desirous, for anf reason^ t# 
niceal the faith we are ptrsu-adtd of the elders 
kd Messengers of the Churches in this colony 
fConoecticut, in New-Englandi by virtue of 
le appointment and encouragement ofthe hon- 
urable the General Assemblyi convened by 
elegation at Saybrook, September 9th, 1708, 
nanimously agreed, that the Confession of 
'dith, owned and consented unto by the elders 
nd messengers of the churches assembkd at 
loston^in New- England, May 13th, 1680 bnng 
lie second session'of thc-t Synod, be recommen* 
ed to the honouruble General Assembly of this 
lolony at their next session, for their publick 
sstimony thereto, as the faith of the churches 
f this colony ; whic' confts%ion, together with 
le heads of Union, and articles for the admin- 
itration of Church Government herewith emit- 
*A were presented unto, and approved and es* 
tblished by the said General Assembly^ at 
few-Haven, on the 14th of October, 1708. 
This Confession of Faith, we offer as our 
rm persuasion, well and fully grounded upon 
le Holy Scripture, and commend the same un- 
»bll, and particularly to the people of our Colo- 
f, to be examined, accepted, and constantly 
laintained. We do not assume to ourselves, 
)at any thing be taken upon trust from us, but 
)mmend to our people these following Coun- 
ts. 

I. That you be immorveably and unchangeably 
rctU in the only sufficient^ and itivariable rule 
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th nidny times misguide* Jbeuc*^ .. 
'nour of Religion to resign and capt 
isdom and faith to Divine Revelatic 
T/iat Ton be determined by (his Rule i 
of Hd'gion. That yowc Faiih be rigk 
/f, tbe Wardo/Godmuat be the foundati 
d the authority of the word the reason oj 
rnuy bifiieve the most important art 
aith, with no more than a human f 
this is evermore the cause, when the 
t Fiith is resolved into, is any other th; 
1 Scripture. For an orthodox christi 
)Ive his Faith) into education instructit 
persuasion of others is not an higher r 
n a Paftist^ Mahometan^ or Pagan can p 
his religion. 

^ay also unto God the worship, th 
«• ««ri receive establishnr 
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the promise of a blessing: from the word 
rod. Believe that worship not divinely 
manded w in vain^* nor will answer the ne- 
ities and cxptctations of a christian, nd is 
irshippingt you know not whut«t Btlieve 
1 divine worship, it is not enough that this 
lat act of worship is not forbidden in the 
1 of God ; if it be not coromandedt and you 
jrm ity you may fear that you will be found 
ly and exposed to divine displeasure.^ •^^- 
and yJbifni paid de«»r for offV rin^ iu divine 
ihip that which the Lord commandtd them 
It is an honour done unto Christf when 
account that only decent, Orderly and con- 
ent in his house, which depends upon the, 
tution and appointment of himself, who is 
only head and lawgiver of his Church. 
I. That you be well grounded in the firm 
is of religion. We hwe wilhngly taken 
s to add the holy scriptures, whtreon every 
t of faith contained in this Confession doth 
:nd, and is borne up by, and commend the 
e to your diligent perusal, that you be es* 
shed in the truth ana yonr fjith rest upon 
roper basis, the word of God. § Follow the 
nple of the noble Bereans, starch the scrip- 
S groiv in grace and the knowledge of 
ist, be not children in understanding, but 

^at. XV. 9. tJ'^hn iv. 22. Jer. vii. 52. JLev. 
, 2. } \cts xvii. 10, 11. John v. 19. 2 Petr 
8. I Cor. xiv. 20. 



as lie m wm., . 

of to be condoled is the uu..^. . 
;ver learning^, and never coining, 
wledjifc ofthelruth.t 
V. That having ap/iUed the rule of hi 
e to all the Article* of this ConfcBi 
ind the same ufirm trial the unchan^e 
frnal truths of God :\ You remember 
em faat^ contend earnestly for them ai 
nee delivered to the saints* Value 
oijr great- charter, the instrument of 
nation, the evidence of your not fuilin 
jr ice of God, and receiving a crowi 
deth not away.) Maintain them, anc 
them all your d.iys with undaunted 
against all opposition, whatever thr 
ind the same transmit safe and pun 
►« 5 Having bought the truth on t 
" ''»'' truth f§iU make yoi 
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fe accordingly.* It is not enough to believe 
i, you run yourself into the greatest hazard 

less you be careful to Uve well, and that this 
^)t all your life and conversation must be agree- 
ablcto the rule of God*s word. This is the rule 
of a christian conversation and practical reform- 
ation.! R^sl not in thefufm of Godlires^y deny* 
big the fiower of iu Stir up an holy zcul, 
mrengthen the things that retnain that are ready 
to die. Be not carried away with the corrup- 
tions) temptations, and evil txamples of the 
times, but be blameless and without rebuke^ the 
tent of God in a froward generation.^ they shall 
wilk with me in tehite for they are worthy, 
. Remember ye our brethren in this colony, 
that we are a part of that body.|| for which the 
providence of God hath wrought wonders, and 
art obliged by and accountable for all the mer- 
cies dispensed from the beginning of our fath- 
ers settling this country until now. There he 
ffioke with us,% Iha^tbp practical piety and 
serious religion of our progenitors is excmpla- 
rfand for our imitation,^* and will reflect con- 
founding shame on us, if we prove degenerate* 
The Lord grant that the noble design of our 
fathers in coming to this land, may not be for» 
gfoUen by us, nor by our children after us, even 

•T»t, ii, 1 1, 12. tGal. vi. IC.Mic. vi. 8. ^i 
Tim. iii* 15. Uev. iii. 19. Rev. lii. 2. Pbil. ii. 
15. }Rev. iii. 4. ||Hos. xii. 2, 3. 5Hos. xii* 
4f, **'2 Tim. 1. 5. Job. viij. 8, 



""''/{hen be our God,;"^ he 

aiions. "■ — -_, 

Get* ?'»"• '^ 
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A Confession of Faith 



CHAR I. 

0/the Holy Scrififures. 

ALTHOUGH the light of nature, and the 
works of creation :«n(l Providence, do so 
iar nii&nifcbt the goodness, wisdom, and power 
of God) as to iecive intn inexcusable ; a yet they 
are not siifficitnt to give that knowledge of 
<iod, and of his will, which is necessary unto 
salvation : b Therefore it pleased the Lord at 
sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal 
himself, and to decUre that his Urill unto his 
Church : c and afterwards, for the better pre* 
serving and propagating of the truths and for 
the more sure estxt>hshment and comfort of the 
I Church against the corruption of the flesh, and 

I 



the itiaiiQe of Satan and of the worlds to commit 
the same wholly to writing ; d which maktth 



r the Holy Scripture to be most necessary ; e 
those former ways of God's revealing his wUl 
snto his people, now ceased / 
a Rom. il. 14, 15. Horn, i. 19, 30. PmI. xtz. 

. 1, 2, 3. Bom. i. 32< Chafi. ii. 1. b L Cor. i. 

bt. Cbafi. ii. IS, 14» c He6. i. 1, d. dl'rcm- 

I 



i4 A CONFESSION OF FAITK. 

sxi'u 19.120.21, Luhe i 3,4. Rom* XT* 
Mat.'w.A 7. K>. .lHa.v\\u 9.20. t: 11. 7 
iu. II. ii Peu \. 19. f //f^. i. 1, 2. 

II. 
TJnder the name of ifoly Scripture, or 
Word of God written, are now contained aH 
b"Mks <>f the Old and New Testamenti wi 
are these \ 

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT* 

Cenenis^ Exodu9^ Levi-icwt^ Mimber*. Dfu 
jQTiomy^ Joshua^ Judges^ Ruh^ I. Samuel. 11. 2 
%iei^ 1. KingR^ II. Ktrtga^ I. C/ironicieay II. Or 
JcUs^ £zra, Mhemiah, Esther^ Job^ Psalme^ i 
'^erba^ Eccleaiaatea^ The Sonff of SongB^ /:« 
Jeremiah^ Lamentations^ Ezekiel^ Daniel^ Hq 
Joel* jimoa, Obadiahy Jonah^ Micah^ Mihum% 
bakkuk^ Zefihaniahf Haggai^ Zachariahy Muk 

or THE NFW TESTAMENT. 

Matthew^ Mark^ Luke^ Jolin^ The Jcta t)f 
^fiQHtlea^ PauTa Efiiatle to (he Romans^ I. Oc 
thiana^ IL Corinthian^s Galatiaha^ Efiheai 
Philififuana^ Colonsiana^ I. Theaaaloniana^ II 7 
mloniana^ I to IHmothy^ W to Timothy^ to 
iua^ to Philemon^ the Efiiatle to the Hebn 
(he Efiiatle of Jamea^ the fir at and «n 
Mfiistlea of Peter^ the firsts aecond^ and thin 
ptHfiea of Johny the ^iatU of Jude^ th0 Rtn 




A CONFESSION OF PAITR, . |« 

I 

r 

All which are given hj the inspiratioo of 
t^od, to be the rule of faith and life, f 

^ Luke xvi. St, « I • i:/kA» u. 90. JUp. xtXi^ 
18,19. II Tim. iii. 16. 

IIL 

The books commonly catled Vpocrypha not 
being of divine inspiration, are no pan of the ca- 
non of the scripture ; and therefore are of nm 
authority in the Church of God, nor to be any 
otherwise approved, or ipade use of, thdn other 
human writings, h • ' * 

h Luke xxiv. 3T, 44. Rom. iii. 2. II Petery 
i. 31. 

iv: 

The authority of the holy scripture, for whick 
•tt ought to be believed and obeyed, deptndctk 
not upon the testimony of any man or churchy 
but wholly upon God« (who is truth itself) the 
author thereof ; and therefore it is to be received 
because it is the word of God. i 

i 11. Pet i, 19, 2 1. II. Tim.^ iii. li. I. John 
t. 9. L Thes. ii. 1 3. 

V. 

We may be moved and induced by the testis 
fnony ofthe church, to a high and reverend es« 
teem of the holy scripture ; k and the heavenli* 
ness of the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, 
the majesty of the style, the consent of all the 
^•%Tl^ the scope of the wholci C^hich is to ^ive 
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i« A CONFESSION OF F AI 

ftU glory ta God) the lull diicovery it 
the only WAy of man's salvation, the n 
inocMn)Mrtble cjtcelkndest and the e 
fection thereof, are arfcumtntt whert 
abundantly evidence ittelf to be th( 
Cod ; yet notwithstanding, our full | 
and assurance of tha infalUbW truth i 
}! authority thereof, is from the inwan 

the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by ar 
word, in our hearta. 4 

IrlTim.ii. 15. /Uohn^ "• 30, 
JLiu 13, 14. I Cor.ii. 10, 11, 13. Iss 

VI. 

The whole eounsel of God. rone 
things necessary for his own (^lory, n 
<ion« £sith -and life, is either trxpressl] 
In scripture, or by good and iiectss 
qtnce may be deduced from script 
which nothing at any tinne is lo 
"whetherby new revelutionH of the 
traditions of men. m Nevc:nhe1e&s m 
ledge the inward illumination of the 
God to be necessary for the saving \i 
ing of such things as are revealed in i 
and there are some circumsls^nces ( 
] the worship of God, and governm< 

i church, common to human actions an 

which are to be ordered by ihtr liy;ht 
and christian prudence, accordinj^ U] 
ral rules of the wanV which are alw 

•baerved* a 

I 

/ 
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A CONFESSION OF F AlTif . 17 

viIlTim. ill. 15, 16, 17* Gal. i. 8, 9. II. 

-Thes. ii* 3, 15. n John, vi. 45. I Co<'. ii. 9, 10, 

II, 13. 1 Cor. xu 13| 14, and cbiip. xiv. 26» 

VIL 

An things in scripture are not alike plain in 
themselTes, nor alike clear unto all ;fi yet 
those things which are necessary to be known, 
bebeved, and observed, for salvation, are so 
clearly propounded and opened in some place 
of scripture or other, that not only the learned, 
but the unlearned, in a due sense of the ordina* 
ry means may attain unto a sufficient undei-^ 
-standing of them, q 

ft II PeU iii. 16. q Psal. cxix. 105, 130w 
Ileb. ii. 2. 

VIII. 
1 he Old Testament in Hebrew, (which was 
the native language of the ptople of God of old) 
and the Newj^Ttstament in Greek, (which at 
the time of writing of it was most generally 
tinown to the nations) being immediately inspi- 
red by God, and by his singular care and provi. 
dence kept p'lre in all ages, arc therefore au« 
thentical ; r so as in all controversies of religion 
the church is iiouHy to appeal unto them. % 
But because these original tongues are not 
known to all the people of God, who have ri^ht 
unto and iDtetesf in th- scriptures, and are com- 
manded in the fear of Ciod lo v^i^A occw^ vi^^ 

B 2 



r ifiai« 1^. ID. 8 Isa* iriii. 20. Ac 
Joh. V. 39^ 46. r Joho« v« 19. u I Co 
11,13, 34,27, !38. wCc^.iii. 16. xl 

IX. 

The infalliMe rule of interpretatio 
ture, 18 the scripture itself ; and then 
there it a question alxiut the true an 
of any scripture (which is not nianif< 
ii must be searched and known by ot 
that speak more clearly, y 

y II Pet. 1, 20, 2U Acts, xv. 15, I 

X 

The Supreme Judge, by whom i 
versies of religion are to be determin 
decrees of councils, opinions of anci t 
doctrines of men, and private spirits, 
examined, and in whose sentence we 
can be no other but the holy scriptun 



A CX>NFESSION OF FAITH. t9 
CHAP. ir. 

Of God f and oftht Holy Trinity. 

THERE 18 but one only ft liffng apd true 
God ; b who is inliniu in being and per- 
^ fectton, c a most pure spirit, d inviaibky e mth- 
out b(vc\f > parts,/ or passions, ^ immuttble, A 
itnmetise, i eternal, k incotnprehsnsible, / al* 
mighty, tn most wise, n most holy, o looit free,/^ 
most absolute, q working all things according to 
the counsel of his own immutable and most 
righteous will, r for his own glory, t most lov- 
ing, t gracious, merciful, long suffering, abun- 
dant in goodness and truth, forgiTiDg iniquity, 
transp:ression and sin ;u the rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him ; vf and withal, most 
just and terrible in his judgements, x hating all 
sin, y and who will hj no means clear tlie guil- 

a Deut. vt. 4. I Cor. viii. 4, 6. bl Thes^ 
u 9* Jcr. X* 10. c Jobt i. 7, 8,9, andxxvi. 14* 
d John, iv, 24. e \ Tim.^. 17. jTDeul. ir. 15, 
>6. John, iv. 24. Luke, xxiir. 39. ^Acts, xiv. 
II, 1 5* /' James, i. 17. Mah iii* 6* i I Kings, 
Tiii. 07. Jer. xxiii, 25, 24. k Rom. i. 20. J. 
Tim. i. 17. Psal- xc. 2. / Psal. cxlv. 3. m 
Gen.xvii. 1. Rf^v^iv. 8. n Rom* xvi. 27. o 
Isa. vi. 3. /iP^:i\» cxv. 3. ^ Exod. ii'. 14- 
r Eph. i. 1 1. s Rom* xi. 36, t I John, iv. 8, 
H* u Exo'J* xxxiv* 6, 7- w Hcb. xi* 6« "^ 



A CO^JFESSION OF FAlTff- 



It. 

■ God hath I'll life, n glorv. 6 ftoodnes!, c 

§dness, d in and of himsdf ; and is ulone ii 

o bimsclt all-siiFFicieiit, tint sinnding in 

any creatures wliich la- lii>lh made, e no 

ing any Rlory from ihem./but only mat 

k^ his own glory in, by, unin. and upnn i1 

IS ihc alone fountain of nil b^infr- of vvl 

lugh whom, and lo whom are all thin^: 

iiaih most Boverti^n dominion ovtr ll 

I do by them, for ihc m, or upon them, vh 

T himself plenseTh. h In his si(;h( all tl 

open and manirtsl ; i his knnwltd[;e is 

infullihlei and independent upon the i 

k so us nothing is to him comincen 

It holy ill ftll his tour 



iL CONFESSION OF TMTHs 01 

ItL 
. Id the unity of the Godhead thett bn three 
persons of one substance, power» ami eternity ; 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Hoi 
If Ghost. The Father is of nonet neither be« 
gotten, nor inroceedipf ; the aon is eCtrnaUy he- 
gottei^ of the Father ; fi the Holy Gboal eternal- 
If proceeding from the Father and the Son. f 
Which doctrine <^ the Trinity is the finrod*- 
tion of all our commimion with Godf and com* 
portable dependence upon htm* 

I John, V. 7. MaJ. iii» 16, If* chap^xxviii* 
19* II Cor. xii'u 14. fi John, i* U, 18. g John, 
jl:vS6* Gal«^i?« 6^ IlCor«»xiiu 14* 



CHAP. III. 
OfGud'a Eternal Decreetr 

GOD from all eternity did by the most wise 
and holy counsel of his own wiU^ freely 
and unchangeably ordain whatsoerer comes to 
pass ; a yet so as thereby neither is God the au- 
thor of sin, b nor is violence ofTercd to the ««/( 
of th'sj creatures, nor is the liberty or contingen- 
cy of second causes taken away, but rather es- 
tabltsbed. c 

(^ Eph. i, II* Rom. xi.- 33.- Heb*^ Ti* 17* 



(ti *A CONFESSION OF FAIT& 

l^nm.ix* 15) 18* 6 James, i. 13, 1 4. I John* it 
5. c Acts, Ti. 3.^ chd|>. v. '27, 28. MnU M^ 
IX* JohUfXw lUProv* xvi. 33* 

lu 

AUhoaj^h God knows whatsocTeV may or cm 
comtr to pass upon all supposed conditions ; 4 
yet hath he not decreed any thing, because he 
foresaw it as future, or that which would comi 
to pass, upon such conditions, e 

d Acts, XV. 18^ 13, and xxiii* '"^ 1, 13. Ma» 
Tiu 21, ij. rRom* ix. il, 13, 16, 18* 

111. 

By the decree of God, for the manifeatatioi 
of his glory, some men and angels/ are predes- 
tinated unto everlasting life, and others fore-or 
dained to everlasting death, g 

f\ Tim v. 21. Mat* x.'iv. 4!. Eph* i» 5, 0) 
Prov. xvi. 4. g Rom. ix. 22, 23% 

IV. 

These angels and men, thus predestinated am 
Ibre-'^rdained, are particularly and unchangea 
bly designed, and their number is so certain anc 
definite, that it cannot be either increased or di 
pcninished* h 

A IITim^ ii« 19. John, 13. la^ 

V 

Those of mankind that are predestinated un 
ft \}icy God, he£bre the foundation of the Worl( 






A CONFESSION OF FAITH. 23 

f^as laid, according to his eternal and immuta- 
ble purpose, und t»e secret coun&ei and good 
pleasure of his will, hath chosen in Christ, un- 
to everksting glory, i out of his mere free 
grace and love, without any foresight of faith or 
good works, or perseverance in either of them» 
or any other thing in the creature, as conditi- 
ons, or oauses moving him thereunto, k and all 
to the pi dise of his glorious grace* / 

tKph.'. I, 9, II. Horn, viii,30. II TIiyw u 
0, 1 Thes. V. 9. k Rom. ix. U> 13, J6. Eph. 
i« 4, 9« /£ph. i. S 13. 

VT. 

As God hath appeinted the elect unto glory^ 
80 h'<tth he by ihu etL'rnul and most free purpose 
cf his will fore ordained all the m^c^ns thereun* 
to. 771 Wherefore they who are ekcted, bting 
fallen in Adam> are redt.emed by Christ, 7' -*re 
cffectUHlly called unco faiih in Christ by hia 
Spirit working in due season, are justified, a«» 
€lopted, sanctifitd, 9 and kept by his power^ 
tbro«)gh faiih unto SHlvatiui •/' Neither arc ii* 
ny other redeemed by CUiiisii or efftctually caU 
Jed, justified, adopted, sanctificfk and saved* but 
the elect only, g 

m I Pet. i. 2. Eph, i. 4, 5, and ch.-^p. ii. 10. 
II Tht-s. ii. 13. n \ Thes, v,9, 10. Tit. ii. J 4, 
o Rom. viii* 30. Eph. i, v. 11 Thes. ii. i3. /i 
J Pet. i. 5. (/ John, vii. 9,— vi. 64, 65, — viii, 47, 
and X. :i6. llom* viii. aH, lo the end, 1 John, li^ 



r saad. xj. 25, tfl. Rom- ix. 
^I Tim. ii* j9, 30- Jude, 4. I P( 

VII f. 

The doctrine of this high mvi 

fination is to be handled with s] 

and care, « that men attending i 

revealed in his word, and yield 

thereunto, may from the certaint 

tual vocation, be assured of the 

tion. § So shall this doctrine a 

praise, reverence and admiratiori 

of humifitjr, diligence and abund 

to all lh*it sincerely obey the gos 

« Rom. ix. 20, 1 1,35. Dent, xxi 

J- 10. u Eph^. r*. Ronj. xi. 33. 

5, and vi. 30. Br Pet. i* lo. Rem. 



A CONFESSION OF FAITH. as 

CHAP. IV. 
Of Creation. 

T pleased God the Father, Son and holy 
^ Ghost, a for the manifestation of the glory 
jf his eternal power) wisdom and goodness, b in 
^t beginning to create and make of nothing 
the world, and all things therein, whether 
irisible or invisible^ in the space of six days and 
nil very good, c 

a Heb. i. 2. John \, 2.. 3« Gen i. 2 • Job xxvi. 
33. Scxxxiii. 4. b Rom 1. 20. Jer. x. 12. Psal. 
id?. 24« & xxxiii. 5, 6.. c Gen i. Chap. Hcb. 
Ki. 3. Col. i. 16. Acta xvit. 24. 

11. 
After God had made all other creatures, ha 
:reated man, male and female, d with reasona- 
ble and immortal souls, e endued with knowl- 
edge, righteousness and true bolinessi after his 
kwn image,/ having the law of God written in 
heir hearts, g and power to fulfil it ; h and yet 
mder ajpossibility of transgressing, being left 
the liberty of their own will, which was sub- 
ect to change* i Besides this law written in 
heir hearts, they received a command not to eat 
>f the tree of knowledge of good and evil ; 
ibich whilst they ktptthey were happy in their 
:ommunion with God, k and had dominion over 
he creatures. / 

. G 



} 
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d Gen. i. 2r. e Gen. ii. 7. Eccl* x/7. 
xxiii.43. Mat.x. 28. /Gen. i. 26. t 
10 Eph. iv. 34. .§r Rom. ii. U, 15. 
vii. 29. i Gen. ill. 6. Eccl. vii. 29* 
iii. 8, 9, 10, II, 23. /Gen. i. 26, 28, 
17. 



11 CHAP. V- 

j». 0/ Providence. 

f^ OD the great creator of all thinj 
V-T uphold, a direct, dispose, and gc 
creatures, actions, and things b from tt 
est even to the least c by^ his most wise 
i' ly providence, d according to his infalli 

( knowledge, c and the free and immutah 

• •• sel of his own will, f to the praise 

f^lory of his wisdom, power, justice, ^ 
and mercy. 5* 
!^ a fleb. i. 3. b Dan. iv. 34, 35. Psal. 

i; 6. Acts xvii. 25, 26, 23, 29 Job xxxvii 

)l xl, xli, chapters, c Mat. x, 29 30, 3 1. 

i\ civ. 24. XV. 3. and cxlv. 17. e Acts 

\\ Psal. xciv, 8,g, 10, 11. /Eph. i. I 

j( XK!wiii. 10, II. ,?Isa. Ixiii. 14^. Eph. iii. I 

w ix. 17. Gen. xlv. 17. Psal. cxlv, 17. 

"»3 
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IT. 

»iigh in relation to the fore-knowledge 
ree of God< the first cause* all thinp^s 
• p.iAs immutably and infallibly ; A yet 
.ame proyidence he ordcrcth them to 
according to the nature of the second 
either necessarily freely or contingent* 

s ii. 23. i Jcr. xxxi. o5. Exod. xxi* 13. 
ii. 22 Deut. xix. 5. 1 King« xxii. 28» 
« X. 6, 7* 

III; 
in his ordinary providence maketh use 
IS. k yet is free to work without, / abovei 
igainst thenr at his pleasure, n 
ts xxvii. 31, 44. Isa. Iv: 11. Hps. ii. 21, 
^os. i. 7. Mat. ir. 4. Job xxxiv. 10. m 
r. 19, 30, 21. n II Kings vi. 6. Dan. ill. 



IV. 

almie:htv power, unsearchable wisdom 
: infinite goodness of Godi bo far roani- 
mtelves in his providence, in that his de<* 
:d counsel extendeth itself even to the 
I and all other sins of angels and men, o 
at not by a bare permission) /t which al- 
lost wisely and powerfully boundeth. g 
lerwise ordereth and governeth in a ma- 
ispensation, to his own most holv ends* r 
iS the sinfulness thertof proceedeth onlf ' 



nuiii* Aft. ^^, 

iron, xxu L 1 Kings ii. S, 33, yj. a v 

, 13, U. II Sam. vi. 10. Actt ii. 23 

27, 38. fi Acts xiv. i 6. g Psal. Ixxf 

Cings xix. 38. r Gen. 1. 30 Isa. x. 6, 

am. i. IS, U, i7. I John ii. jO. Pi 



V. 
The most wise, righteous and gpracioui 
th oftentimes leave for a season hit owi 
en to manifold temptations, and the c 
>n of their own hearts, to chastise the 
eir former sins, or to discover unto the 
dden strength of corruption, and deceit 
f their hearts, that they majr be humble* 

> raise them to a more close and consti 
endence for their support upon himst 

> make them more watchful against al 
ccasions of sin, and for sundry other ji 
'^Iv ends* u 

-- -• IT q^ 



A CONFESSION OF FAITH. aa 

id and burden, w from them he not only with- 
Ideth his grace, whereby they might have 
leo enlightemd in their understandings, and 
rrought upon in their hearts, x but sometimes 
withdraweth the gifts which they hud, y 
rd expose! h them to such objects, as their, 
iption mttkes occasion of sin ; z and with* 
gives them over to their own lusts, the temp- 
itlona of the world, and the power of Satan, a 
rhercby it comes to pass that they harden 
lemselves under those means even which God 
ith for the sofieninp of them, b 
^^fu Rom. !• 24, 26. 28. Rom. xi« 7, 8. x 
Ben. xxix. 4. y Mat. xiii. 12. Mat. xxv. 29. 
Sfc Deu. ii 36. II Rings viii. 12. 13. a Psa. viii.. 
11. 12. b Exod vii. 3. and viii. 15, 33. 11 Cor. 
Ii) 14, 16. Isa. viii. 14. I Pet. ii. 7^ 8. Isa« xvL^ 
|[^i io. with Actsxxviii.26,27. 

As the Providence of God doth in general 
t^cach to all creatures, so after a most special 
;ivi inner it taktth care of his church* dnd dispo- 
tv^th all things for the good thereof, r 

r 1 Tim. iv. 10. Amos ix. 8} 9. Rom« viiii 
'^8. Isa. xliii, 3^ 4^ 5) 14. 
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CHAP. VL 

Qf the /aU of Menu of Siny and qf the 

mcnt thereof. 



G 



OD hsTingiTnade a covenant of wc 

life thereupon, a with our first 

.., and all their posterity in them A thi 

oj seduced bf the sabtilty and temptation i 

It' did wilfully transgress the law of the 

'i; tion, and break the covenant in eating I 

•', bidden fruit* c* 

a Rom* X. 5. b Rom. ▼• 12, IS. I ( 
21, 33. e Gen iii* i:i« II Cor* xi« S. 



11. 
By this sin they, and we in thero* fc 
original righteousness and communis 
Godi d and so became dead in sin, e anc 
:'* defiled in all the faculties and parts of s 

body* / 

d Gen. ill. 6, 7, 8. Eccl. vii. 29. Ron 
ff Gen. ii. 17. Eph. ii. 1. /Tit. i, 15. G« 
Jer. xvii. 9. Rom iii. 10, to 19, 



I: 

% in- 

'i' They being the root, and by God's 

ment standing in the room and stead of 

, , kind, the guilt of this sin was imputec 

!| corrupted nature conveyed to all their 

I 



i 




A CONFESSION OF FAITH. ^i 

ft 

descending from them by ordinary genera* 

n« h 

Sr.Gtn»i.27, 38. Gen* ii* 16* 17^ Acts xvik 

• Rom. V. 12, I5i 16, 17, 18, 19. I Cor. xv« 
,33^45, 49 APsal* li. 5« Gen» v. 3» Job xiv* V 
1 XV. U. 

IV. 
From this original corruption whereby we 
t utterly indisposed, disabled and made oppo- 
s to all goodt i and whoUy incUned to all evil, 
lo proceed all actual transgressions, /• 
t Rom V. 6, and viii. 7, and vii. 1 8. Col. i.* 

• k Gen. vi. 5. and Wri* 3I« Rom. iii. 10, 11, 

• /Jam. I. 14| 15. Eph* ii. 3, 3. Mat. xv; 



V. 
This comiptioii of nature during this Tife, 
;h remain in those that are regenerated ; m 
i although it he through Christ pardoned and 
irtified, yet both itself .and all the motions 
ireof are truly and properly »in« n 
n I John !• 8 10. Rom vir. i4, 17, 18, 2o. 
n. iii. 3. Pro. xx. 9. EccU vii^ 30. n Rom. 
. 5,7,8,35. Gal. v. 17» 

VI. 

Bvery sin both original and actual, being a 
nsgression of the righteous law of God, and 
itrary thereunto, doth in its own natme 
ig gttiit upon the sinner^ p whereby he 19 



.. *.•»«.« AAx* 4>* Ai 1 Acs. U 9* 



CHAP- VIL 
OfGod'a Covenant vnth 

THE distaece between God ar 
ure is sogreat, that althou$> 
creatures do owe obedience to bin 
Qtorvyet they could never have at 
ward of life, but by some voluntai 
sion on God's part, which he h-r 
sed to express by way of covenant 

a T«a. vl lo '»^ 



I f 



A CONFESSION OF FAITH. «» 

im, and in him to his posterity, e upon 
ion of perfect and personal obedience, d 
il. iii. 12. c Rom. x. SyWd ?• 13 to 30^ 
. ii. 17. Gal. 3. 10. 

in. 

1 bf his fall having made himself unca- 
of life by that covenant, the Lord wa» 
d to make a second, e coihmonly called 
venant of grace ; wherein he freely o^ 
unto sinners life and salvation by Jesua 
, requiring of them Faith in him that 
nay be saved^y and promising to give 
.11 those that ar^ ordained unto life^ his 
»pirit to make them willing and able to 

aU iii. 31. Rom. iii. 30, 31. Gen iii. 5. 
ii. 6. /Markxvi. 15, 16* John ii^. 16- 
X. 6, 10. GaLiii. 11< g Ezck* xxxvi^^. 
. John vi. 44, 45» 

IV. 

s covenant of grace is (requentfy set 
n scripture by the name of a testament, 
:rence to the death of Jesus Christ the 
ir, and to the everlasting inheritance, witk 
ngs belonging to it, therein bequeathed* A 
:eb. vii.32. andjx. 15, 16, 17. Lukexxii.. 
I Cor. xi. 35. " ^ 

^ V. 
hough this covenant hatb b^eA di&erently 



Col. i.iL i;^. ICor.v. r. 8,aT 
ui' 3. Eph. iv. 5* Jcf.xxx., .-j: 



CHAP. VIIL 
. Of Christ the Media 

IT pleased God in his eterr 
rhoobe and ordnin the Lord 
begotten son, according to a < 
between thena both, to be the M. 
G -d and man, ; a the prophet, k 
king, d the head and saviour of 
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[n. ii« 5.^ b Acts Hi. 22. c Heb* v. 5, 6* 
\U ii. 6. Luke i. 33. e Eph. v. 23. /Htb» 

^ Acts xvii. 31. AJohhrStli. 6. Fsal. 

30, Isa. liii* jO. i I Tim, ii« 6. Isa. lv« 

Cor* i. 30. 

II 
ie son of God the second person in the 
ity, bein^ very and eternal God of one 
;<ince and equal with the father, did, when 
Illness of time was comej take upon him 
s nature, k with all the essential proper- 
md common infirmities thereof, yet with- 
in, / being conceived by the power of the 
Ghost in the womb of the virgin Mary, 
er substance ; m so that two whole perfect 
iistinct natures, the Godhead and the man- 
, were inseparably joined together in one 
m, without conversion, composition or con- 
n ; n which person is very God and very 
yet one Christ, the only Mediator betweeu 
and man* o 

>hn i. 14, IT, and v. 3o. Phil. it. 6. Gal* iv. 
f Hcb. ii. 14, 16, 17, and iv. 15. m Luke 
1 31, 35. Gal. iv* 4* n Luke i. 35. Rom. 
* Col. ii. 9. I Pet. iii* 18. X Tim* iii* 16* 
m.i* 31* I Tiro* ii* 5. 

IIL 

;ie Lord Jesus Christ in his human nature 
united to the divine in the person of the 
7a3 sanctified and anointed with the Jiol/ 
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above measure,^ linvin^ in him a 
ires oJ" wisdonj anil knowledge, i in 
istd Lhc Aithi^T ilijl all Tulntss i 
, no tht L-nil iliut being holy, liarntlt 
tkcl 3ml Tiill of );r<>ce ami truth,* he 
Lifjlily rurnislied to f xtciite the ol 
>r unil smeiy ; ( vlilchofTice he lo 
iself, liut wuslhercuitio culled t 
who aUo put a\\ puwer und 
I liL liand, and gave him comi 
.'Xcciui: ih^ samci w 
|Ps4l.xlv.l. Jf"hniii,34. 7 Col. ii. 
I. I'L K Heb. vij. 36. John i. 14. 1 
1. tltrb. xi[. S't, Bixt vil. 3^. u Heb 
ri.-Jjliii V 31,2?. &Iai. xxviii, le. 
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his fatheri g making intercession, h and 
urn to judge men and angels at the end 
rorld* { • 

i. xl« 7i 8. Heb. x. 5 to 10. John, x. 18, 

8. y GaU iv. 4. z Mat. iii. 15 and v/ 

Vlat. xxvi. 37, 38, and xxvii. 46. Luke 

d Mat. xxvi. 37. c Phil, ii, 8. d 

t 33, 34, 37, and xiii, 37. Rom. vi. 9. 

XV. 3, 4. /John, XX. 35, 27. g Mark» 

k Rom. viii, 34. Heb. ix, 34« and vii. 35. 

xiv, 9, 10. Acts, i, 1 1, and x, 43. Mat. 

41, 43. Jude, 6. U Pet. ii. 4. 

V. 

Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and 
: of himself, which he, through the eter* 
ii once offered up unto God, hath full/ 

the justice of God, A: and purchased 
reconciliation, but an everlasting inher« 
1 the kingdom of heaven, for all those 
le Father hath given unto him. / 
n. ▼, 19. Heb.ix, 14, i6, and x, 14» 
3. Rom. iii, 35, 26. /Col.i, 19,30. 
: 94, 36. £ph. i) 11, 14. John^ %yUi 3. 

Mj 15. 

VL 

lugh the work of redemption was nojt 
wrought by Christ till after bis incar- 
yet the Tirtue, efficacy and benefits 
were communicated to the elect in all 
cessively, from the beginning of the 

D 
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\\orM> in and by those pKiiidact» 
1 ificcft, wherein he was revcakd» 
to be the teed of the womanitirhlcli 
ihe terpent'ft he»d» end the laoftb . ^ 
beginning of the world, being yeUevdp^ 
day the same, and forever, m 
m Gal* iVy 4. 5. Geo. iii» II. ^t. xk fU.. 

VII. 

Christ in 'the work of mediat'ion ict^ 4 
ding to both natures, by each nature ^(Wiq 
which is proper in itself ; « ^et by nwiN» 4 
unity of the person, that which is proper i 
nature, is sometimes in Kripture attril(iit 
the person denominated by the other nM^ 

n Heb. ix. 14, 15. I P^ iii, 18. o j^ 
C 8. John, iii, 13. 1 John, iii, 16« 



> 



VIII. 
To all those.for whom Christ bath p^ijfcj 
redemption, he doih certainly and efiectoat 
ply and commiuiicate the same,/! nnking^ 
cession for them, (^ and revealing untp ti^ 
and by the word, the' mysteries j^f salv^ 
effectually persu«;)fing them by his Spirit i 
lieve and obey, and gofoming their hearl 
bis word and Spirit, « bvereomiiig all theti 
mies by his almighty power and wiaHoi 
such manner and ways as are most cone 
to>lufi wonderful and junsearchable dis| 
lion, f 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of Free Will. 

GOD hath endued ihe will of man ^\\\\ that 
natural liberty and power of aclinj^ upon 
choice, that it is neither forced, nor bv anv db- 
Bolute necessity of nature determined to do 
good OF evil, a 
a Mat* xvii. 12. Jam. i. 14. Deut. xxx. 19. 

II. 

Man in his state of innocency had freedom 
and power to will and to do that which was 
good and well pleasin^s^ to God ; b but yet muta- 
bly, so that he mig:ht fall from it. c 

b Gen. i. 26. Eccl. vii. 29. Gen. iii. 6. r Gen. 
li. 16, 17. 

III. 
Af an by his fall into a state of sin, hath whoT- 



«5^ Lpb. „. 2, 3,'4, 5. J Cor 

ftim in o the state of or « 
fn / ; •''""* •'"-Wfs him { 

*f'al-v,lf. Rom. vii, ,5, 18, 

fc. J'l*; "i." "^ ""•» '• wade pe 
taut^bly free to good aionelnTi 



A CONFESSION OF FAITH. a' 

CHAP. X. 

Of Effectual Calling. 

ALL these whom God hath predestinated 
unto life, and those only he is pie ^std in 
his appointed and accepted time effeciiially to 
call a by his word and spirit, d out of thut state 
of sin and death in which they are by nature, to 
grace and salvation by Jesus Christ, c enlight- 
ening their minds spiritually and savingly to un- 
derstand the things of God, d taking away 
their heart of stone, and giving unto them 
an heart of flesh, e Renewing their wills and 
by his almighty power determining them to that 
"Which is good,/ and effectually drawing them 
to Jesus Chribt : g yet so as they come most 
fitrely, being made willing by his grace- h 

a Rom* viii, 30, and xi, 7* Eph- i, 10, \\^ 6 
II Thess. ii, 13, 14. II Cor. iii, 3, 6. c Rom. 
viii, 7. Eph. ii, I, 2, 3, 4, 5. II Tim. i, 9, lO. 
d Actsxxvi, 18. Col. ii, 10, 11. Eph. i, ir, 18. 
e Ezek. xxxvi, 35. /Ezek. xi. i9. Phil, ii, (3. 
Deut. XXX, 6. Eiek. xxxvi^ 37. g Eph. i, 19. 
John vi, 44, 45. h Cant* i, 4. Psah ex, 3. John 
vi| 37. Rom. vi, 16, 17, 18. 

n. 

This effectual call is of Grd's free and spe- 
cial grace alone, not from any thin^ at al! fore- 
aecii in man, f who is altogether passive therem\ 



•vili, 9. John V. 25. 

III. 
Ekct infants dying in infancy, 
ted and saved by Christ, m who ' 
and ^h«re, and how he pleastth 
all oihtr elect persons who ».r 
being outwardly called by the m 

«Lukc w»»» 15» 16* and Acts 
John lii, 5, and I John v. 33, co 
viij,9* nJoliniiifP^ Q I John 
ii. 

IV. 
Others not elected, although 
called by the ministry of the wc 
have some, common operations 
yet not being eflfectually drawn 
they neither do nor pxn come ui 
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If 'Jo profess ; a and to assert and maintaio 
iMi they may, is very pciiiicious, and to be do 
«tcd. I 

r fi Mat* xxii« U, 7 Mat. vii, 23, und xiii, SO. 
(.9l« Ueb«vi,4t5. r John vi, 64, 65, 66, »n<j 
'-.?>iii, 34. «ActsW, li* John xi^, 6. Lph. li. 
I &3. John iv, 33, and xvii, 3. t ii John iX; 19; 
I- U. 1 Cor. xvi,2i. Gal. i, 6,7, 8. 
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1^ 

>ic* CHAP. XI, 

(■4 

0/ Juddfication^ 

THOSE whom God effectually calleth. br. 
also freely justifieth, a not by inlusing 
ril^bteousness huo ihem, but by paidonin^ 
Oieir tins and by accounting and uccepting their 
persons tfS righteous not fur any thing wrought 
in themi "r done by them, but for Christ's sake 
alone ; nor by imputing Faith itself, the act o£ 
lielieviQg, or any other evangelical obedience to 
themi as their righteousness, but by imputing 
Christ's active obedience to the whole law, and 
passive obedience in his sufftrings and de> th> 
xir their whole and sole righteousness, d they 
receiving and resting on him and his right e< 
ousness by faith ; which faith they have not of 
themselvesi it is the gift of God. c 



•tf« jy< 



Xi4|#». 



II- 

Faith thus receiving and rest 
and his righteousnessi is the aloi 
justification ; d yet it is not alor 
justified) but is ever aqcompanie 
saving graces, and is no dead I 
keth by love, e 

d John, ii 12. Rom. iii, 20, ai 
Si, 17, 22, 26* Gal. v, 6* 

III. 
Christ by his obedience and 
discharge the debt of all thosi 
ed, and did by the sacrifice of 
blood of his Cross, undergoin 
the penalty ^ue unto them, m 
''**rtion to God's ' 



•iel 
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jk 10, 1 4 Dan. ix, 24 26. Is:«. liii, 4 5, 6. 10. 
II 12. 5" Rom. viii. -^2. /i 11 Cor- v.21. iM<it. 
iii 17. Eph. V, 2 i Rom. iii, 24. £ph. i, 7* ^ 
Bom* iiif 34 £ph. ii^ 7. 

IV. 

God did from all eternity a^ree to justify all 
the eltct, / and Christ did in the fulness of time 
die for their sins, ^nd rise .'gain for their ju^ii- 
^^ ficAtion : lit nevertheless tht y are not justified 
^ '. personiiUy until the holy Spirit doth in due time 
*" Bctu ;l]y apply Christ unto them, n 
^ /Gal. iii, 8 IPet. i,2, 19, 20 Rom. viii, 
^■: 80, m Gal. iv, 4. I Tin-, ii. 6. Rom. iV. 25. 
f* Col. i, 3 1, 22. Gal. u, 16. Til. iii, 4, $, 6, 



r 



V. 

God doth continue to forgive the sins of thosQ 
Ihai are justified ; o and although they can ne^ 
Ver fall from that stute of justification, /i yet 
ttey may t>y their sins fall under God's fatherly 
displeasure : and in that condition they have 
Dot usually the light of his countenance retta^ 
red unto them^ until they humble theniselves^ 
confess tht ir sins, be$^ pardoni and renew theix 
&ith ; ml rep^-riii^T re. a 

Mat. Ti, 19. I John s 7, O^and ii, 1, 2. p 
]LDke xii, 89. John x. 9S. Heb. x, 14. ^r Fsalt 
bxxix. 91, 8?, 88, and li. 7, 8, 0, 10, 1 1, 12;, 
and xxxii,5. Mat. scxvi^ 7if. I Cor* «i^ 80^ 0). 
^9. Luki iy 30« 



CHAP. 5 
Of Adoptl 

ALL those that are just 
fcth in, and for his on 
to make partakers of the g 
by which they are taken int' 
enjoy the liberties and privil 
ot God, b have his nanrie p 
ceive the spirit of adoption, < 
throne of grace with boldnc 
cry Abba Father^ f are pii 
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:. f Gal. iv, 6. g Psal. ciii, xiii. h Prov. 
sr, 26. i Mat, vi, SO, 82. I Pet. v, 7. /& 
>• xii, 6* / Lam« iii, 3. m Eph. iv, 30. n 
}. vi, 12« • I Pet. i, 3, 4* Heb. i, 14* 



CHAP. XIH. 

Of Sanctificadon, 

"^11 KY that are effectually called and regen- 
. crated, being united to Christ, having 
ew heart and a new spirit cieated in them, 
ough the virtue of Christ's death and resur- 
tion, a are also further sanctiBed really and 
sonally through the same virtue by his word 
1 spirit dwelling in theiA, b the dominion of 

whole body of sin is destroyed, c and the se- 
al lusts thereof are more and more weakened 
; mortified, d and they more and more quicken* 
ind strengthened in all saving graces, ( to the 
ctice of all true holiness, without which no 
^ shall see the Lordy* 

I Cor. vi, 11. Acts xx, 32. Phil, iii, la. 
n- vi, 5j^. h John xvii, 17. Eph. v. 26. 
?hess. ii, 13. rRctoi.vi, 6, 14. ^Gal. v, 

Rom. viii. 18/ e Col. i, 11. Eph. iii, {^^ 

18, 19. / II Cgf. vii, I. Heb. xii, 14. 



18', 23. Phil, iii, 12. i Ga 
11. 

III. 

In which war although t] 
mption for a time may mv 
through the continual suppl 
the sanctifying spirit of C; 
ate part doth overcome / an( 
in grace^m perfecting ho 
God^n 

k Rom. tiij Q3. I Rom. 
14. Eph. iv, 15, le.wIII 
Cor, iii. 18. II Cor. rii, 1. 
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ir hearts, 6 and is ordinarily wrought by the 
E^istry of the word ; c by which also, and by 

administration of the seals, prayer, and o« 
r means, it is increased and strengthen- 
d 
I Heb. X, 80. b II Cor. iv, 18. Eph. i, IT, 

19, and ii, 8* r Kom. x, 14, 17. .f^cts 

32. Rom. IV, 11. Lakexviiy 6* &om. i, 

17. ^IPet. ii,2. 

H. 

By this Faith, a christian believeth to be true 
atsoever is revealed in the word, for the au* 
rity of God himself speaketh therein, e and 
eth differently upon that which each panic 
r passage thereof containeth, yielding obe* 
nee to the commands, / trembling at the- 
eatenings, ^ and embracing the promises of 
d for this life, and that which is to come, /t 
X the principal acts of saving faith are, ac- 
Hing, receiving, and resting upon Christ a^ 
le, for justification, sanctification, and eternal 
, by virtue of the covenant of grace, i 
John IT, 42. I Thess. il, 13. I John r, 10* 
ts xxiv, 14. /Rom. xvi, 26. jf Isa. Ixvi. 2. 
leb. xi, IS. I Tim. iv, 8. * John i, 12. Acts 
i, 31. Gal. ii, 20. Acts xv, U. 

IIT. 

This faith although it be different in de- 
es, and may be weak or strong, k yet it is in 
J least degree of it different in the kind oi* 

Er 
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nature of it, as all other saving grace, fro 
fdith and oommon grace of temporary t 
ers ; I and therefore though it may be 
timts assailed and weakened, yet it get 
victory, rn growing up in many to the i 
roent of a full assurance through Chrism 
is l>orh the author ur.'' fii'ishei of our fftitl 
i&Heb. V, I:% 14. Rom. iv, 19, 20. Mi 
30, and vlii, ]0. / lob viii, 13. I John 
m Luke xxii, U 32. Eph. vi, 16. I John 
5. n Heb. vi, II, 12> and x, 22. Col. ii, 
Heb xiiy 2. 



CHAP. XV. 
Of Rffientanec unto life and Saboatm 

SUCH of the elect as arc converted at 
T ears, having sometime lived in the 
of niture« and therein served divers lust 
pleasures, a God in their effectual calling | 
them r^•pentance unto life, h 

aEph.ii, I, 2, 8. Tit. iii, 3, 4, 5. I P< 
3. h Rom viii, 30, II Tim. i, 9. Acts xi 

II. 
Whereas there is none that doth goo< 
sinneth not, c and the best of men may thi 
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|ke power and deccitfulness of their corruptions 
Inciting m theniycf with the prevalency of 
Itoi&pt^tion, e fall into great sins and provocati- 
tas ;/'God hath in the covenant of grace mer- 
ciibUy provided thdt believers so sinning and 
BiUltng, be renewed through repentance unto 
Mlv.trion. f^ 

1 1 Kings viii, 40* Eccl. vii, 20. Jam. iii, ?•. 
'Psal. Ixvv3,and xl, 12. Rontt. vii, 21, 2S. 
'«r.xvii, 9. Heb. iii, 18. ^Mat.vi, 18. I.uke 
*xii, 31. /II Sam. xi, 27. Luke xxii, 57, 58^, 
6o. ^Luke xxii, S2, 61, 62. I John i, 9. 

Ill- 

This savin cf repentance is an evangelical 
grace, h whereby a person being by the holy 
Ghost made sensible of the manifold evils of 
Us sin, i doth by faith in Christ humble him- 
^If for it, with godly sorrow, detestation of it, 
>ld self abhorrency, k praying for pardon and 
ttitBgth of grace, / with a purpose and endea- 
vour by supplies of the Spirit, to walk before 
God nnto i«ll w*:*!! pl*fasing m all thin?*s. m 

ilZecfi. xii, lO. Acts xi, 18. i John xvi, 7, 
8,9. Ezek. xviii. 30, 31, and xxxvi, 31. PsaU 
K, 4, I John iii, 4. k Zech. xii, 10. Jer. xxxi, 
18, 19. Joel ii, 12, 13. Isa. xxx, 22. Amos v, 
15. Psal. cxix, 128. Ezek. vi, 9. II Cor. vii, 
[1. / Psal. li, per tot. m Psal. cxix. 6, 9, 10&^ 
I Kings xxiii, 25. Col. i, 10. 
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IV. 

As repentance is to be continued t 
-wliok coiirte of our live*, n upon il; 
of (he body of death, and the moiior 
o so it is every nun's duty to repent < 
licular known sins panic ii la rly. /i 

"Mat. vi, II, 12. Psdi. II, IT. 
11. 15, n, 18. 10,20,21, 23,24. ( 
/) Psal. itis, 1 3, and xviii, 33, and li, 
x.ix, 9. I Tim.i, 13, IS. 

V, 

Such is the provision whicli God 1 

ihioMKh Christ in the covenant of 

the preservation of believen unto i 

that although there is no sin so sm»l 

■s duinnation ; r yet there is no i 
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CHAP. XVI. 

0/ Go9d Works. 

)D works are only such as Cod fiath 
)mmanded in his holy word, a and not 
without the warrant thereof are devised 
out of blind zeal, or upon any pretence 
intentions, b 

. V], 8. Rom. xii,2. Heb. xiii, 21. h 
, Q. Isa. X .1x9 13. Rom. Xy2. Job xvi, 
I. XV, 21, 22, 23. I Pet. i, 8. 

II. 
; good works done in obedience to God's 
dments, are the fruits atnd evidences 
* and lively faith, c and by thehi believ- 
ifest their thankfulness, c/ strengthen 
urance, e eciify their brethren/ adorn 
:ssion of the gospel, ^stop the mouths 
jversaries, h and glorify God, i whose 
iship they are created in Christ Jesus 
:>, k that having their fruit unto hoti- 
r may have the end eternal life. / 
5sii, 18, 22. iPsa!. cxvi, 12, 13. I 
. e\ John ii, 3, 5. II Pet. j, 5, 6, 7, 
fW Cor. ix, 2. Mat. v, 16. g Tit. 
!1, 12. ITim. v\, \, K\^i5X/\\, \^^ 



Their ability to do good works it nui 
temsclves but wholly from the spirit of 
And that thi;y may be enabltd thereui 
ides the graces they have already n 
here is required an actual influence of tl" 
loly Spirit to work in them to will and 
ais good pleasure ; n yet are they not he 
to grow negligent, as if they were not I 
perform uny duty) unless upon a spec 
tion of the Spirit, but they ought to be 
in stirring up the grace of God tb 
them 

m John XV, 4, 6« Ezek. xxxvi, 26, ^' 
ii, 13, and iv, 13. Il Cor. iii, 5. o Ph 
Heb. vi, II, 12. II Pet. i, 3, 5, 10, 
Ixiv, 7. tl Tim. if 6* Acts xxvi, 6, 7. 
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V. 
Vc cannot by our best works merit pi 
sin, or eternal life at the hand of Goc 
son of the great disproportion that is 
en them, and the glory to come ; and thi 
te distance that is between us and God, wl 
them we cin neither profit nor satisfy 
debt of our former sins ; q but when 
re done all we can, we have done but our « 
and are unprofitable servants : r And I 
ise as they arc good, they proceed from 1 
rit, s and as they are wrought by us, tht 
defiled and mixed with so much weukne*. 
I imperfection, that they cannot endure th 
erity of God's judgments, t 
Rom, iii, 2f), and iv, 2, 4, 6. Eph. ii, 8, 9 
iii, 5, 6, 7. Rom. viiS 1 8. Psal« xvi, 2. Job 
23, and xxxv, 7, 8, r Luke xvii, 10. « 
V, 22, 23. t Isa. Ixiv, G. Gal. v, 17, Rom* 
5, 18. PsaU cxliii, 2, and cxxz, 3« 

vr. 

notwithstanding the persons of believers 

accept'id through Christ, their good 

also are accepted in him, u not as though 

?re in this life wholly unt)lameable and 

veable in God's sight, w but that he 

upon them in his son, is pleased to accept 

ard that whiclk is sincere, although ac- 

ed with many weaknesses and imper- 

X 

, 6. 1 Pet. ii, 5. EKod.-SL^^lu^^^^Ck^^* 
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, 4. t:> Job lit. ~0. PsnI. cxlii) ^ 
X Heh. Kiii, 20, 3 J. II Cor. Tiii, 
|b. vi, IC. M ji. XXV, 3 1, 38. 

VII. 

Iks (lone bf unrc^enerute men aitUovgll 
|mauer of tliero ihcy ntiy be lliingi 
omniand^, end of good use \m<A 
liselves anil to others : </ yet becauiettef 
p not from an lieurt puri^ed bj* foiUii I 
in a ri!;h( monncr, according H 
or lo a right end, the gl»iy of Hoi; 
|re thercrore sinful, and cannot plestB 
r make a man metit to receive gn^ 
kI i r yet tbeir neglect of them » 
Ind disp!e-jsin)c to Got), d 
■KinESX, 30, 31. IKingsKxi, a!_ 

, Ifi, IB. iGcn. iv, 5. Heb. itit*»**] 
ii. 3. Isa.i. 13- * Mat. 
U. Tit,i, 15. Amosv. 21,13. H< 
I. is, 16, Tit. iii, 5. d PsiL xiv, 
, 3. Snb xxi, 14, 15. Mat. xsv, H 
1 45. Mat. Kxiii, 33. 
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CHAP. XVIL 
€(f the Perseverance qf the Saintt^ 

THEY whom God hath accepted in his be-, 
loved* ;2frectua11y called md sanctified bf 
his Spirit, can neithtr totally nor finally faU 
tiway from a state of ^race, but shall certainly 
|>ersevere therein to the end, and be eternally 
^ved. a 

a Phil, i, 6. H Pet. i, 10. John, x, 28, 39, 
I John, iii, 9. I Pet. i, 5, 9* 

n. 

This perseverance of (he saints depends nol 
tpon their own free will, but upon the immuta* 
hiliiy of the decree of election, from the free 
and unchangeable love of God the Father b up- 
on the efficacy of the merit and intercession of 
testis Christ, c and union with him) d the oath 
of God, ethe abiding of his Spirit, and the seed 
of God within them,/ and the nature of the 
covenant of g'^ace, g from all which ariseth al- . 
^ the certainty and infallibility thereof, h 

b II Tim. ii, 18, 19 Jer. xxxi. 53. c Heb. x, 
^0. U, and xiii, 20,2l.andix, 12, 13, 14, 15. 
Kom. viii, 33, to end* John, xvii, 11, 24. Luke, 
^%{\i S2. Heb. vii, 25. d John, xvii| 31. e He- 



of Satan, ""-^ ?;>;J.,„ them, *««» *^ 
of the ine^ns °;'\!;' Jtime continue tl 
it ,vhereby they mc«r ^^ j^^,^ 

, ,.rieve his ^°V„,^.f ;n,ired, n have 
>c«s »i '^TStBr conscience.' 
arts h»"l«";/' " Si«e others, g «d 
d, n hurt «nd s";*" „ themsel'-:*' 
'"P"''^' Id ffilte Jpt by the pcwer < 
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CHAP, xviir. 

K)fthc Assurance of Grace and Salvation^ 

V LTHOUGH temporary believers, and 
jL other unregenerate men may vainly de- 
ne, themselves with false hopes and carnal 
^sumptions of being in the favour of God, and 
ite of salvation, a which hope of theirs shall 
irish ; b yet such as truly believe in the Lord 
:sus9 and love him in sincerity, endeavouring^ 
»walk in all good conscience before him may 
I this life be certainly assured that they are in 
le state of grace, c and may rejoice in the 
ope of the glory of God, which hope shall nc- 
IX make thtni ashamed, d 
Q Job, viii, 1?, 14* Mic- iii, 11. Deut. xxix, 
?. John, viii, 41. b Mat. vii,.22, 23. cl John, 
.S, and iii. U, 18, 19, 21,24, and v, 13. d 
cm* v, 2, 5. 

II, 
This certainty is not a bare conjectural and 
robable persuasion, grounded upon a fallible 
3pe ; e but an infallible assurance of faith, 
unded on the blood and righteousness of Christ 
iveultd in the gospel,./* imd also upon the in- 
aril evidences of those tracts, unto which 
X)mises are madcj^r and on the immcdi:»tt: 
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i-itnessof [he Spirit, testifyini; our ad ( 
nd as the fruit Ititicof, Itaving llic lie* 

umhle anil holy, i 

c Heb. vi. |.,I9. /"Htb. K, 19, 20 
li- 32- ,?TIPEt. i, 4, 5, 10, II. 1 J'.lu 
iwliii, U, 11 Cor. i, 13. A Rom, viii, 

P:.Jl. ii, 12, IT. IICor.Tii, 1. 

III. 

This Infallible assurance dolh not so 
llie essence of fiiih. but ihai a true 
n«y wail lonp nd lorBict with manj' 
ics before he be p.irtiiker of it;* ye 
n^ibled by the Spirit (o know ihe thing 
re freely cittn him of Cii>d, he ni.ij 
siraordiniiry mvclBtion, in the right ui 
liniry means, mtain Ihercunto. / Ant 
ore it h the duly of every one, In ^ivc 
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I, II Cor* vil, 1. RoiD* tUiy 1)12. I John, 



, IV. 

ae believers may have the assurance of 
salvation clivers ways shaktn) ditninishedy 
itermitted ; as by negligence in prtstrv- 
fit, by falling into some special sin, which 
deth the conscience^ and grievcth the Spir- 
some sudden or vehement temptation, by 
( vf ithdrawingthe light of his countenance* 
ing even such as fear him to walk in dark- 
aT)d to have no light ; fi yet are they 
er utterly destitute of that seed of God, 
ife of faith, that love of Christ and the 
Tcnahat sincerity of the heart and con- 
cc of duty, out of which, by the operation 
; Spirit, this assurance may in due time 
iFivedj q and by the which, in the mean 
Iht-y are supportfd from utter de?paii*. r 
]!ant. V. <?, 3, 6. Psa. li. 8, 12, 14. Eph» 
0, 31 . Psa. Ixxvii. 1 to 10. Mat. xxvi. 69, 
1, 72. Psa.xxxi,22,andlxxxviii. per tot. 
i. 10« £ I John, 3, 9. Luke, xxii. 32. 
19, 15. rsal. Ixxiii, 15, and li. 8, 12. Isa. 
r'Mic. vii. 8, 9. Jc. xxpcii, 40. Isa. liv. 
9, 10. Psa. xxii. 1, and Ixxxviii, per tot-. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Of the Law t^ God. 

GOD gave to Adam a law ofuniTcna] 
dience written in hia heart, and a p 
uiar precept of not eating the fruit of the t 
knowledge of good and evil, aa a covena 
works, by which he bound him and all hit 
terity to personal, entire^^xact and per| 
obedience, promised life upon the fulfiUini 
threatened death upon the breach of it, an 
ducd him with power and ability to keep ii 
a Gen. i, 26, 27, and ii. 17. Rom. ii, 1' 
and X. 5, and v. 12, 19. Gal. iii. 10, 12. 
vii. 20. Job. xxviii. 28» 

II. 

This Law so written in the heart, cpnt 
to be a perfect rule of righteousness aftei 
fall of man, and was delivered by G( 
Mount Sinui in ten commandments, and 
ten|in two tables, b the four first commandi 
containing our duty towards God, and the 
er six our duty to man. c 

i!> James, i, 25, and ii. 8, 10, II, 12. : 
xiii, 8, 9. Deut. v. S, and x. 4. Exod. x 
I. rMat. xxii, 37,38,39,40. 
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III. 
des this law, commonly called moral, 
as pleused to give the people of Israel, as 
rch under at^e, ceremonial laws, coma In- 
deral typical ordinances, partly of wor- 
r, prtfi^urinj; Christ, his gractA, actions, 
ngs aud benefits, d asd partly holding 
livers tnslructions of moral duties, e All 
ceremonidl laws bein^ appointed only to 
ne of reformation, are by Jesus Christ) 
le Messiah and only Law-giver, who was 
led with power from the Father for that 
"»rr>?:ated» and taken awav.y* 
eb. {x« and x. 1. Gal.iv. 1, 2, 3.CoK ii, 
I Cor. V. T. II Con vi. 17. Jiide, 23. 
. IX. 1 , 1 1. Jam. iv. 12. Heb. nil. 12t 
il4, i6| l7*Dan. ix. 27. Eph. ii, 15; 



IV. 

th"»m also he gave sundry judicial laws* 
expired together with the state of that 
:, not obliging any now by virtue of that 
tion, their general equity only being stiU 
••al wse.V 

xod. xxi. and xxii. 1 to 29. 6en. x\\x% 
ith I Pet. ii, 13, 14, Mat. v. 17, with 38, 
Cor. ix. B, 9, 10. 

V. 

5 moral law doth forever bind all, as well 
;d persons as others, to the obedience 
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I 



thereof ; h and that not only in regard 
mutier contained in it, but also in respect 
authority of God the Creator, who gave 
Neither doth Christ in the gospel any vn 
solve, hut nuich strenp^then, this obligat 
A Rom. xiii, 8, 9, 10. £ph. vu 6$ 1, 
John,i],3y4, 7»8. ^ James, u, IQ, 11. 4 
V. 17, 1S> 19* James, ii. 8« 

VI. 

Although true believers be not und( 
law as a covenant of works, to be ihereb; 
tified or condemned ; / yet it is oi ^reat 
them, us well as lo others ; in that, as ■ i 
life, informing them of the will of God anc 
duy, |nd directs and binds them to wa 
cordmgly ; tn discovering also the-sinful 
tions of their nature, hearts and lives ; n 
examining themselves thereby, they may 
to further conviction of, humiliation for, an 
trtd against sin o together with a clearer si 
the need they have of Christ, and the perf 
of his obedience« fi It is likewise of use 
ret^enerttte, to restrain tlieir corruptions, i 
it forbids sin, g and the threatenings of it 
to shew what even their sins deserve, anc 
afHictions in this, life they may expect 
them, although freed from the curse tb 
threatened in the law. r The promises 
in like m«inner, shew them God's appro 
of obedience, and what blessings they mi 
pcct upon the periormance thereof, s alt! 
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to them by the law, as a covenant of 
3 as a man's doing good, and refrain- 
nh because the law encourageth to 
id deterreth from the others, is no 
* his being under the law, and not 
e, tt' 

7U 14. Gal. ii. 16, and lii. ]3> and 
2ts, xiiL 39. Rom. viii. 1. m Rom« 
, 25. PsaL cxix. 4, 5, 6. I Cor. vii,. 

14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. n 
7. andiii. 20. o James, 1.23, 24, 25* 
7, 14, 24. p Gfil. ill. 24. Rom. vii. 
I viii. 3,4. a James 2, 11. PsaL 
104, 128. r Ezra, ix, 13, 14. Psa. 
, to 35. ' J Le V. XX vi. 8 to 14, with 
16. Eph. vi. 2, 3. Psa. xxxvii. H* 
. Psa. xix. 11. t Gal. ii. 1 6* Luke 
wRom. vi. 12, 14. I Pet- -ill. 8, 0> 

with Fsa, xxxiv. 12, to 10» Heb. 



VIL 
are the fore mentioned uses of the 
ry to the grace of the gospel, but do 
mply with it, w the Spirit of Christ' 
nd enabling the will of man to do 
and cheerfully, which the will of 
?d ill the law reqnirfd tobt dor.« jt? 
II. 2 1 . 9c Ezek. xxxvi. M, 2 Y. HeK 
r. xxxi. 33. 
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I qfihe Gos/id, ar.d of the exUnt ^ th 

THE covenanl of works being br 
sin, and miide unprofiublc uiii 
|C d was pleused to give tinio the elec 
jf Christ, ihtstcd of ilic woman 
■ or calling (hem, and begetting; 
Ifaiih and rcpi:iit;ince. r In tins pro n 
Igosptl, a!) to ttie substance of it, was 

thu-rein eJTeciu;)! L'ur the convc 
I salv^.tion of sinnt-rs. rf 

"" im.viii. 3. GaJ. iii. 12, h G« 
. 4, 5. Rev. xiii. 3, c\ Cor. i 
lies, i. la. Rom. x. 8. Acts, x\ 
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21 • Rom. X. 14, > 15.Prov.x:&ix» 18« 

III. 
:velation of the (gospel unto sionerS) 
iver"! limest and i)y sundry ptirts, with 
HI of promises and precepts for the 
required iherein, as to the nations 
ns to whom it is granted, is merely 
:reign will and $;ood pleasure of God, /.: 
annexed by virtue of any promise to 
nprovement of men's natLral ubHitits, 
of common light received without it, 
)e ever did make, or can so do. i And 
in all ages, the preaching of the gos- 
>een granted unto persons and nations, 
:xtent or straitening of it, in great 
:cording to the counsel of the will of 

i. 1,2. Deut. vii. 7, rt. Psa. cxlrii, 
lat. xxi. 43, and xi. 25, 20. i John, 
1 ill. 0. Rom. ix. 10. Phil. ii. 13. 

5. I Cor. ii. 14. Rom. viii. 7. k A- 
{. Mat. xxviii. IQ, and xxi. 43. Eph. 



IV. 

gh the gospel be the only outward 
revealing Christ and saving grace, 
buch, abundantly sufficient thereunto ; 
nen who are dead in trespasses, may 
gain, quickened or regeneratt'd* there 
rer neceasar]^) an effectual^ irrebistiblei 



•*• w. C 



|U' 






*«'«'• and 8tini» -f I '''« ev 
?«d everi;."55.^««"', the 
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leremonial law, the whole \e^ii\ administration 
iiftht covenunt of i^^race, to which the Jewish 
."^'JAurch was subjectedi^ and in greater access 
?"lD the throne of ^race, h and in fuller cornmii- 
I ^kiittons of the free spirit of God, than btiliev* 
■ «ri under the luw did ordinarily partake of / 
\ oTit. ii, U. I Thes. i, 10. Gul. iii. 13. h 
I Cal. i, 4. Col. i- 13- Acta, xxvi. i8. Rom. vi, 
f" 14. c Rom. viii. 28. Ph K cxix 71.4 Cor. xv. 
i S4ito 57. Uom. vi, I. dRom v. 1,3. <? Rom. 
[ ^1,14,15. I John, iv, 1 8. /Gal iii. 13.14. 
i ^Gal. iv, I to 7, and V, I. Acts, xv, 10. 11. 
A Heh. iv, 14. 16. i^nd x, 9, to 22. i John, vii, 
t 3t, 39. II Cor. xiii, 17, 1 8. 



II. 

God alone is Lord of the conscience, k and 
liath Irft it free from the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men, which are in any thing 
contrary to hi» word, or not contained in ii ; / 
•0 that to believe such doctrines, or to obey 
such commands out of conscience, is to betray 
true liberty of conscience, m and the reqnirini^: 
of an implicit faith, and an absolute and blind 
obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience, 
and reason also, n 

i^ James, iv, 13. Rom. xiv, 4. / Acts, iv, 19, 
lUid V, 29 I Cor. vii, 33. M-it. xxiii, 8. 9. lO. 
II Cor. i. 34^ Mat. xv, 9. m Col. ii, 10. 2^, 
US. Gal. 1, 10, and ii, 3, 4. 5, and v, I. r Rom* 
z, IK and xiv, 23. Isa. viii, 20. Acts, xviij il; 
JohD| iV} d2. Hosea, V| 1 1« Jer. viii, 9. 
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III. 

, They who upon preu iirc of Christian 
" 1 pr iciice inf sin. or chensfi anr lnM, 
I thereby pervert ihc mjin design 
■ACe of the g;nsptl to their own dcstr 
I ■ hey ivholiy deilrov the end of chrw 
rv, which It th it bHnif dcUvercd nut 
I'ltls of our enemies, we mitrht serve rl 
iihoui ftrur. in hnline;i« und rii^hteouB' 
,■ him alHht dj» ' 



^(-il. 



3.1 Pel.it. 16. llPrt.ii, II 
Luke, 1. 74, TS. 
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visiblt: representations, or any other way 
prescribed m the holy «.cripture. b 
Rom, i. 20, Acts, xvii, 24. Psal cxix, 64. 
. x, 7. Psal. xxxi. 23, and xviii, 3. Rom x, 
Psal. Ixti, 8. Josh, xxiv, 14. Mark xii, 33. 
eut« xii, 32. Mat, xv, 9. Acts xvii. 25. Mat. 
9, 10. Deut. iv, 15 to 30. Exod. xx, 4, 5* 
. ii, '23. 

IT. 

Religious worship is to be given to God the 
her, Son, and holy Ghost, and to him alone ; 
Dt to Ang^els, Saints, or any other creatures ; 
nd since the fall, not without a Mediator, nor 
the mediation of any other but of Christ 
ne. e 

I Mat. iv, 10. John v, 23, and II Cor. xiii, 

d Col. ii, 18> Revy xix, 10. Rom, i, 25* e 

m xiv, 6. I Tim. ii, 5. Eph. ii, 18. Col. iii, 

in. 

Prayer with thanksgiving, being one special 
rtof natural worship,/ is by God r^uired 
all men ; g but that it may be accepted it is 
be made in the name of the Son, h by the 
Ip of the Spirit) i according to his will, k with 
derstanding, reverence, humility,' fervency, 
lb, lovey s^nd perseverance : / and when with 
lers in a known tongue^ m 
''Phil, iv, 6. g Psal. Ixv, ii. A John xiv, 1 3, 
> I Pet*ii, 5< f Rom* viii, 26. k I John v, 
^ Paal. xlvii, 7. Eccl. v, 1, 2. Heb. xii; 



I 



ot* whom it may be known thai 
ntd the sin unto death, q 

n I'Jdhn v, 14. o\ Tim» il 
20. II Saro« vii, 39. Kvth iv, 
xii. 21, 2%s 33, with Luke xvi, ! 
13« ^i John v> 16< 

V. 

The reading of th^ scripture 
and hearing the word of d 
Psalms, u as also the administi 
and the Lord's Supper are all 
ous worship of God, Uj be peri 
cnce unto God with understan 
erence and Godly fear w soler 
with fastklgs, x and thanksgiv 
occasions, y are in their seven 
sons to be used in an holy and 
uer« z 

r Acts XV, 3 1 • Rev^ i, 2. s 
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Mark ix* '29, I Cor^ vii s* y Ps !• cvU 
; iMAher 19, 3.\ z Uctn xii, 2t5« 

VI. 
ler |>rayer, nor any other part of relii^ioua 
ip« i« now under the ifospti either tied uiuoy 
ie 'more acceptable by any place in ulu( h 
erferoM^d, or towards which it is directed* 
God is to be worshipped every whtrei b 
rit and in truth, c as in private families d 
e and in secret each one by himself / so 
solemnly in thepublick assemblies. v-Y-'wh 
>t carelessly nor wilfully to be neglected or 
;en) when God by his word or pruviui^nce 
hrthereuntOtf^ 

)hn, iv, 3U AMal.iMI* I Tim^ ii, 8. 
I, iv. 33, 34. d Jer* x, 25. Deut. vi, ft, 7. 
f S* i1 Sam. vi, 18 SO, I Pet* iii, 7. Acts, 
e Mat. vi, 1 1. /Mat. vi, 6. Eph. vi. 18. 
. Ivi, €r, 7. Heb. X, 25. Prov. i, 20, 2 1, 24^ 
iii9:»4* Acts, xiiif 43. Luk^i iV| 16. Acts, 

VII. 



it 18 of the Ittw of nature, that in geneN 
proportion of time, by God's appointment, 
: apart for the worship of God ; so by his 
in a positive, moral and perpetual com- 
ment, binding all men in all ages, he hath 
iularly appointed one day in seven for a 
th to be kept holy unto him, h which from 
eginning of the world to the r^syrrec- 

G 



and what he btjlievdh ••» lo be, and 
able Hfid resolvtd to ptHorm 2 h yd 
to refuse in o.uh louc hih^ any thi yj t 
and jusi bfcinpj I v\ fully imposed by 
g b:x.»d. XX, 7, Jer. iv, 3. A G«:n 
3/5. 6 8 9 i Num. V, 19, 21. ft 
Exud. xxiit W* 

IV, 

An o »th is to bt taken in • he pi ifi ai 
Sense of the words wiihout equivocal 
tiil rrservdii.>n. k U cannot oblige to 
anv thing not sinful being twRtn it b 
for. nance, alihoui^h to •. man^own 
is it to be violated, althougb m«^ < 
jQr^nfideJs. m 

k Jer, iv, ?. PstfU xxiv, 4. / 1 fti 
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h the like religious care, and to be perform* 
with the like faithfulness, n 
I Psalms, Ixxvi, 1 1. Jtr. xUv, 25, 26. Psal. 
4, andIxT, I. Isa. xix, 21. £ccl. v, 4, 5) 6. 
iLlzi) 8y and Ixyi, 13, 14. 

VI. 
Popish monastical vows of perpetual single 
, professed poverty, and regular obedience, 
80 far from being degrees of higher perfec- 
1 that they are superstitious and sinful snares 
irhich no ciiristian may entangle himself, o 
) Mat. xix, 11,12. I Cor. vii, 2, 9. £ph. iv, 
. I Pet. IV, 8. I Cor. vii, 23. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Oftke Civil Magistrate. 

^ CD the supreme lord and king of all the 
y world, hath ordained civil magistrates to 
under him, over the people for his own g1o« 
and the publick good ; and to this end hath 
Bed them with the power of the sword, for 
defence and encouragement of (hem that do 
id, and for the punishment of evil doers : a 
I Rom* xiii) 1, to 4. I Pet* it, 13, 14. 

G2 




''«'» their ow^"^* «n 
''«'' their wo,",,:*"'*'' * 
» ""t also Je ' J ""P'° 

« ExocJ. v„ " ** nece 
**"«. Jsa 1^- ' ^"'J xvi. 
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CHAP. XXHL 

Of Lawful Oaths and Fovfa. 

wful oath is a part of religious worship, e. 
therein the person s«vei«ring: in ^ru^h, 
isness and judgment solemnly ca^Icth 
witness what he asserteth, or promis* 
I to ju(ii>e him accordinp^ to the trulh or 
fd of what he swtareth. b 
ut. X, 20, 6 Jer. iv, 2. Exod. xx, T» 
c, 12. II Cor. i, 33. II Chron. vi, 22, 23. 

II. 
same of God only is that by whicli men 
) swear^ and therein it is to be iistii wiih 

fear • and reverence : c Therefore to 
rainly or rashly by that glorious and 
I name or to swear at all by any other 

sinful and to be abhorred : d yet as in 

of weificht and moment an oath is war- 
ly the word of God under the new tes»- 
as well as under the old> <? so a lawful 
ng imposed by lawful authority in audi 

ought to be t<tken.y 
it.vi, 13. c/Exod. XX, 7, Jer. ▼« T. 
34. 35, 36. James, v, 12. e Heb. vi, 16. 
i, 23 Isa. Ixv, 16. /I KiogS) viii^ 31. 
tii 25. Ezra, x> 5t ^ 



*CONFES6I05,o, 



'"'"'.? ".111.,, ,"V"°% per, 
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like religious care, and to be perform- 
he like faithfulness, n 
msy Ixxvi, 1 1. Jer. xliv, 25, 26. Psal. 
lIxT, 1. Isa. xix, 21. £ccl. v, 4, 5) 6. 
8y and ixyi, 13. 14. 

VI. 

I monastical vows of perpetual single 
rssed poverty, and regular obedience, 
• from being degrees of higher perfec- 
they are superstitious and sinful snares 
no christian may entangle himself, o 
xix, 11,12. I Cor. vii, 2, 9. £ph. iv, 
t. iv, 3. I Cor. vii, 23. 



CHAP. XXIV. 
Cfftke Civil Magistrate. 

the supreme lord and king of all the 
»rld, hath ordained civil magistrates to 

him, over the people for his own glo« 
le publick good ; and to this end hath 
em with the power of the sword, for 
ice and encouragement of (hem that do 
d for the punishment of evil doers : a 
I. xiii) 1) to 4. I Pet. ii^ 13, 14. 

G2 
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li- 
lt is lawful Cor chn liaiis to accep 
cm * ihc (office ot a itiugisiratt w 
thwrtunto : 6 in the roanisgc incnl i 
they uughi cb^cially lo maiuiaiii pi( 
aiKl |)t<»ce« .ccurdiii)^ to ibc whuicftoi 
Cdci! coiiiinonucalth ; c ^o .for that 
Ui.y iawt\«Uy now Ui-cicr the ntw 
v. i;c v\ <&r u^pn ju&t ^ nd ncccbbury o 
^ i'rov. viii, >s, 16. Horn, x'tii, I 
P&cd. lu 10, to i2« 1 Tiau 11 S. Fku 
4. 11 Nim. xxiii, 3. 1 Pt^t. lu 13. 
14. Uom- xui, 4. Mat. vin> 9, 10. 
2. Rcy. xvu, 14, 1$. 

HI, 

They who upoq pretence of chris 
fthjll oppcjse any Uwful power, or 1 
fb^cixise of it, resist the ordinanct *o; 
foi iheir publishing of sqch opinions, 
ning of such practices as are conin 
light of nature, or to the known pri 
Christianity, whetbtr concerning ft-.it 
or conversation, or to the power of 
or such erroneous opinions or practi 
ther in their own nature, or in the 1 
publishing or maintaining them are ( 
to ihe external peace or order whicb < 
estdblished in the church, thty ai> y 
called to an account, »nd proci-edtd « 
the censures of the church, and by 1 
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the civil m igistrate ; yet in iuch diflferencet 
9Ut the dt>cthn<:s of the gospel, or ways of 
s worship of ( *(>d rt& may befal men extrci- 
ig a good conscience, manifesting it iu thtir 
nvcrs iiion, and holding the founduiion, aud 
ly observing the rules of peace and orders 
in is no warrant fur the niagi^trate toabrj^dgo 
eiD of their ii(>eriy* 

IV. 

It is the duty of people to pray for inagis» 
ite^ to hoDOur their persons i to pay them tri* 
te and other dues, to obey their lawful com- 
^nds, and to be subject to their authoiity for 
nscience sake* Intidelit) , or d.fiTjrence in re* 
ion, doth not make void the magistrates just 
d legal authority, nor free the people from 
tit due obf dienct^ to him : from which eccle« 
.stical persons are not exempted, much less 
th the Pope any power and jurisdiction over 
:m in their dominionsi or over any of their 
ople, and least of all to deprive them of 
iir dominions or lives if he shall judge 
rm to be hereticks, or upon any other pre^ 
ice whatsoever* 

Tim. ii, 12. 1 Pet. ii, 17. Rom* xiit, G« 7, and 

i, 5« Tit* ill, I. I Pet. ii, IS, I4, 16. Rom. xiii^ 

1 Kings, ii, 35. Acts,xxv, 9, 10, 1 1. 11 Pet* 

I, 10, I k Jude, v, 8j to 11* 11 Xhes. ii| 4. 

v. xiii, 15, i6> 17* 



J3^X one woman : neither is 
man to have more than one v 
woman to have more than one 
same time* a 
a Gen. iiy 34. Mat. xix, 5, 6 

11. 
Marriage was ordained for t 
of husband and wife, b for the : 
kind with a legitimate issue, ai 
with an holy seed, c and for pn 
n- ss« d 

6 Gen. ii, i8. cMal.ii, 1 
2,9. 

III. 
It is lawful for all sorts of \ 
who are able with judgment tc 
sent, ^ yet it is the duty of ch 
in the Lord,/ and therefore su 
true reformed religion, should 
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ig Gen. xxxiv, 14. Exod. xxxiv, 16* Deut. vil^ 
S, 4. 1 Kingh. xi, 4. N(:h. xiii, 36, 26, *27* M<i^ 
ill 11,13. ilCor.yi, 14* 

IV. 
Mfirriage Ott|;ht not to be within the deforced 
<»f consanguinity or aiHiuiy jbrbklden in the 
HLord, h nor can &uch incestuous marriagt s evef 
be m de lawful by any law of man or constnl 
of parties, so us 'host perbons may live logetbip 
er *8 man and wi^A* i 

h Lev. xviii. 1 Cor. v, I, Am08|ii, ?• t Alark» 
TV l8i» LcLV. xviii, 94 to 29* 



CHAP* XXVL 
Of the Chur€h^ 

THECatholickor Universal Church whici^ 
is invisible, consiats of tht whole.nun4)ev 
of the elect, that have been, are, or shull be ga** 
then d into one under Christ the head thereol^ 
andtbeSpouse, the Body, the fulness of hisoi 
that 6lleth all and in ijl* a 

a Eph^ i» ip, S8^ 33j Md V, 23» 97; n. Qol. 



errors everting the foundation, c 
of conversatioD, they d and their • 
them are» and may be called the 
lick Church of Christ,/althoug 
not intrusted with any officers to 
over the whole body* g 

h I Cor. 1,2. Col. ii, 19. IT 
d\\ Tiai.ii, 19. Tit. i, 16. < 
Acts, ii, 39. Ezek. xvi, 20, 2 1. 
Gen. xvii, 7. fi Cor. xii, 12, l: 
10, 13. ^Eph.iv, 8, il, 13. R< 
I Cor. Kii, 28, 29; 30, 

III. 
The purest churches under he 
ject both to mixture and errof, h 
so degenerated as to become ni 
Christ, but synagogues of Satan 
less Christ always hath had, and 
a visible kinsrdom in this worl( 
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IV. 

There is no other head of the Church but 
: Lord Jesus Christ, / nor can the Pope of 
me in any sense be head thereof but is 
t Antichrist, that man of sin, and son of per- 
ion that exalteth himself in the Church a- 
inst Christ and all that is called God, whom 
I Lord shall destroy with the brightneas of his 
ning. m 

'Col. 1,18. £ph.i, 22. fit Mat. xxiii, 8, 9, 
. II Thes« ii, 3, 4, 8, 9. Rev. ziii> 6. 

V. 
As the Lord in his care and love towards his 
iirch hath in his infinite wise providence ex* 
;ised it with great variety in all ages for the 
)d of them that love him, and his own glory : 

according to his promise, we expect that in 
: latter days. Antichrist being destroyed, o the 
I'S called,/! and the adversaries of the king- 
n of his dear son broken, q the churches of 
rist being enlarged and edified through a free 

1 plentiful communication of light and grace, 
11 enjoy in this ^orld a more quiet, peaceable 
I glorious condition than they have enjoyed, r 
r Acts, vii, 1 to 5i,and xiv, 22, and viii, ]| 
h ix, 31. II Thes. ii, 8, 9, 10. Rev; xviii, 
^ 2 1, and xvii, 16. /i Rom. x, 1, and xi, 23; 
32. q Psalms, ex, 1, and ii, 9. r Isa. xi, 9. 
I, ii, 28, 29. Isa. ii, 2, 3, 4. IVlic. iv, 3. Psal. 
xvii, 2, to end. Daniel, vii, 27. 
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Of the com«/M^... 

ALL S^inti that are united to 
their heaJ by his spirit and 
they are not made thereby one 
him ^'have feilowsbtp in his grace 
death, restvrection and glory : h \ 
ted to one another in love, they 1? 
ion in each others gifts and grac 
obliged to the peribrroance of su 
lick and privatCf as do conduce t 
good, both in the inward and ou^ 

n CoL 1, 18, 19. I Cor. viii, i 
Tim. V], if, V6. Psal. xlv, 7, w 
h 1 John, i, 3. £ph. iii, 16, to ' 
£ph. ii, 5, 6. Phil, iii, 10. J 
Tim. ii, 12. c Eph. iv, 15, U 

• -- ai.22,23. Col.ii, 19. 
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Tin union thonj^h especially to be tx- 
y ihem for ihe relations in which ihcf 
leihcrin families or in churches yet as 
clh opportunity, is to be extended unv 
se vvho in evtry place call upon the 
the Lord Jcsus. g 

X, 24^ 25. Acts ii, 42, 46. Isft, ti, 3. I 
0. / Eph. vi, 2, 4, 5, 9, and v, 22, to 26. 
, 8. Gal vi, 10. g Acts ii, 44, 45. I 
17. II Cor^ viii aud ixch^plexs. Act« 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

Of (he SacrarpentSm 

AMENTS are holy signs and seals of* 
sovtjnant of grace, a immediately in«- 
^ Christ, ^ to lepresent him and hi» 
tnd to confirm our interest in him, c 
nnly to en^cage us to the service of 
'hrist, according to his Word, d 
iv, 1 1. Gen. xvii, 7, VO. b Mat. xxviti, 
r. XI, 23. rICor. X, 1^, and xi| 25^ 
lorn, vi, 3, 4. I Cor. x, 16, 21. 

II. 
is in every Sacrament a spiritual rela-^ 
H 



III. 

The grace which it exhi 
Sacrati>ent» rightly used, « 
ny power in them, neither. 

the sacrament depend upo 
tion of him that doth adm 

the work of the Spirit, ffs 
titutioo, which contain* to 
authorizing the use thcrc< 
fit to worthy receivers. A 

/Rom.ii,28,29-JP«^' 
11. iCor.xii, 13. .A Ma 

xxviu, 19, 20. 

There be only two St 
Christ oor Lord in the j 
-n .:.« anil the Lord 
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df the spiritual things thereby signified 
exhibited, were for substanoe the same 
^h those of the new. A: 
/ i-I Cor* X, ], 2,3,4. 



CHAP. XXIX. 
Of Bafitism 



B 




APTISM is a SacramenyKlfe New Tes- 
tament ordained by JefWnK;lSnrist, a to be 
^oio the party baptised a sigfr <ind seal of the 
CoYenant of grace, b of his ingrafting into 
Chnst, c of regeneration, d of remission of 
■tos, e and of his giving up unto God through 
Xesos Christ to walk in newness of life /which 
Ordinance is by Christ's own appointment to be 
Continoed ti^ his Church until the end of the 
%orld. 5" 

• Mat. xxviii, 16. b Rom. iv, II, with Col. 
Il, 1 1, 13. c Gal. iii, 27. Rom. vi, 5. d Tit. 
Ipi, 5. e Mark if 4* / Rom, vi, 3, 4. g Mat. 
te?iii, 19,20. 

II. 
The outward element to be used in this ordi^ 
Iiar< c is water, wherewith thd party is to be 
kibuzed in the name of the FaUier, and of th^ 



I^ippmq; of the person 
fiectssary, but baptism is 
l>y pouring or sprinkling 

»Heb. ix, 10. 19, to 2 
^vi, 33. Mark vii, 4. 

Not only those that do* 
im and obediences unto Ch 

iwits of one or both belies 
wptized and those only / 

J-Ma.1.xyi, I5,i6. Act 
31**11, 7. # with Gal. iii, 9, 
and Acts n 38 39 and !{« 
VII, 14. Mat. xxviii, 10, 
-i-uke xviii, J 5. 



V. 

Althouerh ir hi. , 



W*><i. n A 
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f' Rom. iv, 1 1. Acts x, 2, 4,32, 31, 45, 47, o Acts^ 
ix, 13,23. 

vr. 

The efficacy of Baptism is not tied to that 

moment of time whtrrcin it is administered, fi 

yet notwithstanding, by the right use of this 

^ordinance, the grace promised is not only of- 

fxfered, but really exhibited and conferred by the 

V holy Ghost to such (whether of age or infants) 

[ as that grace belongeth unto, according to the 

counsel of God's own will in his appointed 

time. 9 

fi John iii, 5, 8. g GaK iii, 27* Tit. iii, 5^ 
£ph. V, 25, 36. Acts ii, 38, 41« 

VII. 
Baptism is but once to be administered to 9r 
' ny person, r 
r Titus iii, 5. 



I 



Ha 



I 



wis betrayed, msuiut«i 
^ u,Jv and Wo..d called ih' 

Kl's^rved in Ws Churc 

the wotld, for the perpetual. 

tne woi»w . g cnnc 

shewing forth of the 9 

death, the sc»l.ng «/ ^ ^^^^ 
true belicvtrs, their spintu- 
Imwth in him. their furthe: 
fo^Jl duties «hich they ow. 
be a bond and pledge of th 

hlmandwithe.choU.r.a 

olCoriW.25>2*'^*' 
and xii» 1 3' 

It. 

In this Sacrament Chvi 
hi. Father, nor any. e«U- 
remission of sin ot the qt 
?!^ ««morial of that on 
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H b. ix, i2, 25, 26, 28. c I Cor. xi, 34, 25,. 
Mut. xxvi, 26, 27* d Heb. vii, 23, 34, 27, 

ix, 11, 12, 14, 18. 

III. 
The Lord Jesus hath in this ordinance ap** 
lintcrd his ministers to dec! re his word of in- 
iludon to the people, to pr.ty and bless the 
iements of bre<td und vine, and thereby to set 
lem apart from a common to an holy use, and 
tiike und break the bread, to take the cup, 
ind (they communicating^ also themselves) to 
*ive both to the Communicants, dhvX to none 
n^ho are not then present in the congregation, f 
c Mat. XMvi, 26,27,28. Mark xiv, 22, 23, 
^4. Lnkexxii, 19,20. I Cor. xi, 23, to 26. / 
'Acts XX, 7. I Cor. xi, 20. 

IV. 

Private Masses, or receiving the Sacrament 
by a Priest, or any other alone, ^ as likewise 
the denial of the cup to the people, h worship- 
ping the elements, the lifting them up or car- 
rying them about for adoration, and reserving 
tlieni for any pretended religious use, are all 
contrary to the nature of this sacrament, >and 
to the institution of Christ, i 

ff 1 Cor. X, 0. /r Mark xiv, 23. I Cor.s i. 
25, to 30. i Mat. XV, 9. 

V. 
The outward cleinenls in this Sacrament d 



28. Mat. xxvi, 29. 

VI. 
That doctrine which maintair 
the substance of bread and win< 
stance of Christ's body and bio 
called transubstantiation) by cor 
Priest, or by any other way, is 
to the scripture alone, but ev< 
sense and reason, overthroweth 
the sacrament and hath been, ar 
of manifold superstition:*, yea o 
tries, m 

m Acts ill, 21. iCor. xi, 24, 
xxiv, 6, 59. 
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t corporally or carnally, in, with, or un* 
bread and wine, yet as really, but spir- 
>rest:nt to the Lih of believers in that 
::t, as the elements themselves are te- 
tvv.ii'd senses, o 
jr. xi, 28; o I Cor. Xi/16. 

VIIL 
nomnt and iintj^odly persons as they «Qt» 
:njoy communion with Christ, so are 
worthy of the Lord's table, and cannot 
^redt sin ap^ainst him whilst they re- 
:h, partake of thtse holy mysteries, p 
itnitted thereunto ; 7 yea, whosoever^ 
;cive unworthily, are guilty of the bodf 
jd of the Lord, eating and drinkingf 
It to themselves, r 

)r.xi, 27, 28,29. II Cor. vi, 14,15, Idy 
V, 6, 7, 13^ II I'hess. iii| 6| 14^ l^* 
I, 6. r 1 Cor. xu 37, 39. 



1 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

0/ the State of man after deaths and qf the 1 
urrection of the dead. 

THE bodies of men after death return 
du«t) and see corruption, a but their « 
[which neither die nor sleep) hi^Yinganiina 
:al subsistence, immediately return to God i 
^ave them, b the souls of the righteous be 
then made pe Tect in holiness, are received 
^ the highest heavens, where they behold 
Fl\ce of God in light and glory, waiting for 
Full redemption of their bodies : c and the m 
^f the wicked are cast into hell, where they 
cnain in torment, and utter darkness reset 
for the judgment of the great day : d besi 
these two places of souls separated, from tJ 
bodies the scripture acknowledgeth none. 

a Gen. iii, l". Acts xiii, 36. b Luke x: 
43, KccUxii, 7. cHeb. xii,23. II Cor. ▼ 
6, 8. Phil, i, 23 Acts iii, 21. Eph. iv, 10. 
Lnke xvi, 93, 24. Acts i, 25. Judev, 6. I 1 
iii, 19. 

II. 

At the last day such as are found alive s 
not die, but be changed, e and all the dead s 
be raised up with the self san^e bodies, and n 
other, although with different qnalities wl 
shall be united again to their souls forever. 




■KM' 
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e I Thess^iv, 17. I Cor. xv, 51, 52. /Job 
six, 26, 27. I Cor. kv, 42, 43, 44. 

III. 

The bodies of the unjust shall hy the power 
of Christ be ruised to dishonour ; the bodies 
of the just b J his spirit unto honour, and be 
made conformable unto his own glorious body.jr 

^ Actsxxiv, 15. John v, 28s 29. I Cor xv, 
42. PhiUiii, 21. 



CHAP. XXXII. 
Of the last Judgment* 

GOD hath appointed a day wherein he will 
judge the world in righteousness by Je- 
sus Christ, a to whom all power and judgment 
is given of tile Father ; b in which day not only 
the apostate angels shall be judged, c but like- 
vise all persons that have lived upon earth, 
shall appear before the tribunal of Christ to give 
fin account of their thoug'iits, words and defi>dS| 
and to receive according to what they have done 
in the body, whether it be good or evil, d 

a Acts xvii, S I • 6 John v, 22, 27. c I Cor* 
▼i, 3. Judc v, 6. II Pet. ii, 4. d 11 Cor. v, 10.. 
£ccl. xii, 14. Rom. ii, 16, and xiv, 10, 12. Mat. 
xii, 36, 27. ' 
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ii« 5* Let us therefore, as many as be 
feet, be thus minded ; and if in any thing 
)e otherwise minded) God shitll reveal ev- 
;hi8 utito you. 

iv. 3. Endeavouring: to keep the unity of 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 
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PREFACE. 



rHERE 18 no Constitution on earth, hath 
t;ver been established on such sure foun- 
QiioQ, nor so fully provided for its subsistence, 
9 the Church of God— //r being built on the 
^rophets and Apoatlea^ Jefnia Christ himself being 
he chief comer atone. Hence therefore it hath 
rom its holy hill, beheld the ruins of the great- 
st States, and most flourishing Empires ; hav- 
tig continued in safety, free from the fatal ac- 
idents of time, and triumphed not only over 
he rage of men, but also the repeated insults of 
he gates of hell. And though it hath been of- 
en straitened as to its extent, and lessened as 
D its number, yet hath remained firm on its 
twn basis : Yea, when most reduced, it hath 
orever made good that motto* Defireasa Resur* 
^0 ; and so it shall continue to the end of the 
irerld. But to the shi^me of its offenders, the 
:hurrh hath suffered most from the wounds, 
vhich she hath received in the house of her 
i'iends, from those wolves that have come to 
ler in sheep's cloathin^. • Damnable errors and 
leresieshave arisen fiom within her, whereby 
be hath somettroet been cast into, horrible 
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hurtful to her sacred h 
the undivided hcaj rti 
body. His undf filed is] 
«he Occomes divided, s\ 
hereby also the mutual 
members of this undefil 

Jo the prejudice of the 

low ^eat disorders, as ^ 

see for the hand, nor th 

icet, nor our union to C 

a suaScitnt bond to estal 

niembers in particular. 

ProYidence forever bears 

events, who suffers the g 

inin into errors and divis 

J««y 6e made mam/eat. \ 

III minded persons bein? 

that are the authors or pt 

ces ne ^,Mae endek 

VPhfjie corifitifutJnn ,.r^^ii 
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^ of those that are related to her, whose 
haih someiimea hazarded the whole lumfi* 
V. 6« Whos e unseemly |iractises have 
tdvantage to enemies to »peak evil of the 
r God, and to question the truth of our 
ligion, and the sincerity of the professors 
'. These must be acknowledged to be 
id bkmiahen. II Pet. ii. 13. The wisdom 
aw-giver, king and judge, who alone 
e original sovereignty of giving being 
laying the foundations of the churchf 
ose only is the legislative power therein, 
ven such ample rights and privileges to 
rch, and such excellent rules for its gov- 
iti as are inviting to strangers, Hke a dty 

Mil, Mat. V, 14. And hath lodged the 
ve power i^ approved hands, that those 
'e the church may be in peace, and her 
s m y find her terrible as an army vnih 
, and that she might yield seasonable ed« 
I to those that walk regularly within her 
ind be able to discharge herself of im- 
t and incorrigible offenders. Many of 
mentioned mischiefs have to our sorrow 

the churches within this government, 
degrees we have fallen under much de- 
1^ hereupon, our difficulties have been of 
ime troublesome, for the healing our 
, a more explicate asserting the rules of 
Dent sufficiently provided in the holy 
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.~«... ^m«vi(i«ii(^a f,^j iiiccL in coun 

should endeavour to agree i 

rulrs conformable to the word 

method of discipline to be p 

Churchtts. These several cou 

and dra«irn up some rules for 

ment did by their dele$|^dtes me 

one General^ Assembly of the ( 

colony at Sjy-Brook, Sept. yth 

after a full consent and a'gree 

Confession of Faith assented u 

nod of Boston ; did, bein^ stud 

the unUy of tfie spirit in the don, 

iv, 2. Agree that the heads ol 

sented to by the united bre 

called Presbyterian and Congrq 

land, be observed by the Churc 

this colony, which are herewith 

after consideration of the sever >) 

county councils, did with a Ch 

cension, and fratern»1 »mi«*aKi«n 



Aff at by their acts appears^ for the better 
iftfikction of our people, we have undertaken 
ukf acceptable we trust unto many though 
eacape not the exceptions of some, in sub- 
ning scriptures for confirmation of the Heads 
Agreement, which we have not seen added 
x^eunto. The aforts id articles consist in 
» heads, 7%r one holding forth the fiower of 
^tituiar Churches in the management of Disci' 
w confirmed by scrifiturea annexed^ 
The oihtr serves to fireserve^ firomofe or re* 
fer the fieace and edification of the Churches hy 
' means of a csnsociarion of the Elders^ and 
urches^ or of an association of Elders : Both 
lich we are agreed have countenance from 
i scriptures and the propositions in answer to 
! second question given by the Synod met at 
ston 1662. In both which having respect 
the divine precepts of fraternal union, and 
t principle universally acknowledged. Quod 
git omnes debet tractari ab omnibus The 
iptures are added for the illustration of the 
istance of the above mentioned articles, yet 
:h an apprehension that there may be altera- 
ns made, and further condescensions agreed 
on, which shall afterwards appear necessary 
the order and edification of our Church* 

\s we have laboured in this affair to approve 
rselves unto God, so we are cheerful with 
mble prayer for his blessing to recommend 
t Heads of Agreement with the substiquent 



Hticlcs unto the accepunce and obeemMl 
•ur (jcoplc. hopint; till it |jlcaie the Lord toi 
lbr]Ji lunhc[ li>^ht jnd iruth in thcbt: morct 
trot'e^^i>l mallei s, this mc' liod may he a bki 
raciiiisor ourStiicruiuniniiiy and iiucccs! 
our Lord's work for the i;athcrinL and edilj 
of tilt ixidv of Christ, for wliidi wt bcap 
the concvrring prajen of all ibat tear ube Li 



Heads of Agreement^ 

LNTED TO BY THE UNITED MIN'- 
ISTEHS FORMERLY CALLED 
PRESBY TERIAN errcON- 
GREGATIONAL. 



. Of Churches and Church Members* . 

^ E acknowIedg;ie our Lord Jesus Christ 
to have one Catholick Church ot King- 
comprehending all that are united to him, 
er in heaven or earth. And do conceive 
[lole multitude of visible bclieversi and 
nfant seed, (commonly called the Cath- 
/isible Church) to belonging to Christ's 
lal kingdom in this world. But for the 
of a Catholick visible Church here, as it 
es its havine: been collected into any for* 
Dciety, under a visible common head on 
whether one person sinsrly, or many col- 
ly, we, with the rest of Protestants, unan* 
ly disclaim it. Eph, i, 10, 92, and 4i. 
7,27. ICor. X'i. 12, 13. Gen. xviif 7. 
i, 39. Mat. xxiiiy 7 to 10. 
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Though parochial bounds^ be not of divine 
'et for common edificHtion, the members 
rticular church oui;ht (as much as con- 
Jy may be) to live near one another. 
!• Y« 11, 13, 13. Heb. X. 25. 

That eath fiarticular church hath rip;ht 
»se their own officers ; and being furnish- 
1 such as are duly qualified and ordained 
ing to the gospel rukt hath authority 
Christ for exercising government, and of 
ig all the ordinances of worship within 
Acts, vi, 3. Titus, i, 5, 6, 7. 1 Tim. iv,. 
at. xviii, 17. I Cor. xi, 2. 

. In the administration of church pow* 
lelongs to the Pastors and other Elders 
y particular church, ii such there be to 
id govern, and to the brotherhood to con- 
ccording to the rule of the gospel. I 
e, 17. Heb^ iii, 17* 1 Cor< iv^ 1^ and v^ 4» 
'•vi, 8, lo. 

I. That all professors as before descti- 
re bound in duty, as they have opportoni- 
oin themselves v&Jixed members of sofne 
liar Church ; their thus joining, being 
r their professed subjection to the gospel 
ist, and an instituted means of their estab* 
tnl and edification ; whereby they are un- 
e pastoral care, and in caseof scand.iIous 
iensive walking, may be authoritatively 
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atlnianUhcd or cemured br thei 
vindicatiun of tbe truth) and the 
ning it. Acti, ii 47, and v, M 
13. H«b.X,3i,25. ITI1BU.V, 
XX, 28< 

IX. That a Fisiblr Pro/euor, 
a particular Church ought to con 
with the Ibid church ; and not foi 
iitry, und oidinancea there diip 
an orderly seeking a recotnmeiuit 
ihef t kurch, which ou^ht to bi 
(he caic of the person apparcnll 
Acts ii, 43. Heb. x, -ii. Rom. x 



II, 0/ the Mimiir\ 

t \%7 ^ 'K**' '^'" *^' minitler 
VV Btituted by Jeaua Chrtu 
criBf;, (Riding, edifying and got 
cliurch ; anti to contUue to th 
world. Eph, iv, tl, 13. Mut.xi 

II. They who are called to th 
to be ewJueUwiih competent t^an 
iaterial gVta, as bUo wtth the ^1 
sound in jud|;meni,not novices in 
tinowlcdge of the Gospel : withm 
holy converialinn, -mcl t>tu li as 1 
selves to the work and service thei 
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ly 34. Rom* xti) 6. I Tim. iu, S, S, 4, 5, 6, 7. 
Fit* i, 6, 7. I Tim* iv, i6« 

III. That ordinarily none shall be ordained 
:o the work of this ministry, but such as are 
called and chosen thereunto by a particular 
:hurch. ActS| xit| 33. 

IV. That in so great and weighty a matter 
It the calling and chusing a pastor, we judge it 
MrdiDdrily requisite^ that every such church 
consult and advise with the Pastors of. neigh- 
bouring congregations. Prov. xi, 14, and xv. 
xxii. 

V* That after such advice, the persons con- 
sulted about, being chosen by the brotherhood 
of that particular church over which he is to be 
set, and he accepting, be duly ordained and set 
ipart to his office over them ; wherein 'tis ordi- 
narily requisite that the pastors of neighbouring 
congregations concur with the preaching Elder 
or Elders, if such there be* Acts, xiv, 23, and 
i, 33, and xiii, 33. I Tim. iv. 14. 

VL That whereas, such ordination only is tn* 
'ended for such as never bejore had been ordain- 
ed to the ministerial office ; if any judge, that in 
:ase also of the removal of one formerly ordained^ 
o a new station, or pastoral charge, there ought 
o be a like solemn recomgiending him and his 
abours to the grace and blessing of God, no 

K 



[ nc) ] 

diffi.'rent senrinneTits or practice herein^ ilit 
any occasion ofconttntion, or breach of t 
iTiunion among us. Phil, iii, 1 5. Epb.Wi* 

VIl. It is expedient that they who cute 
('>e work of preaching the gospel, be not i 
(juulifitfd for the cuniuiunioh of Saints ; bu 
bOf that except in canei^ extram dinary^ they i 
proof of iheir jjifis and Titness for the said • 
unto the Pastors of Chutches of known abilr 
to di'>cern and judge of their qtiallficatifl 
that they miy be sent forth with solemn ap 
bation and prayer ; which we judi;e neti 
that no doubt muy renfain concerning thcii 
ini^ called unto the work ; and for pi even 
(as much .ih in us licth) ip;nnrant and rash 
uuders. I Tim. i, 22, and iii, 6. 



III. OfCen%ure9, 

AS it cannot be avoided^ but that in 
purest churches on earth, there 
sometimes offences rnd scandals arise by re 
of hy;)ocriBy and ])ievuilinp: corrnplioni 
Christ huth m; de it the duty of every chun 
r-eform irself. by spirltui^i remedies, apjx)! 
hy him, to be applied in b\\ such cases, 
Admonition and Excommunication* Mat 
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« Heb. xiif 15. Tit. iii, ICT. I Cor. v. 6, 

ri. AdmoTtition. beinfi; the rebukinf;^ of an oil- 
sndinp^ membtr in order to conviciion, is ia 
ase of private offences to be performed accor- 
iiig: to the rule i:i Mat. xviii, 15, 16. 17, and in 
ase of publick offlnces openly before the 
church, as ihe honour of the gospel, and the 
ature of the scandal shall require, and if either 
f the Admonitions take place for the recovery 
ftht JaUen fitrgon^ all further pn^ceedings in a 
ray of censure are 'thereon to cease, and sutis- 
jction to be decbrrd accordingly. I Tim. i, 

Mat Kvitiy^S, IT. 

liL When aU due means are used,accord^g 
9 the order of tbt gospel, for the restorin^n 
ffeodinf[; and scandalous Brother, and he, not- 
Hthstandtim:^ remains impenitent, the censure 
if Exnocmnunication is to be proceeded unto.; 
rfierein the Pastor and other Elders (if there 
e tnch) are to lead and f^o before the Church ; 
nd the brotherhood to give their consent in a 
^ay of obedience unto Christ, and to the Eld- 
rs« as over them in the Lord. Mat. xviij, is, 
0, 17. TiUiii, 10. I Cor. v. I Ihes. v, 
p 12. 

IV* It may sometimes come to pass, that a 
hurch Member4 not otherwise scandalous, may 
Ify vn.hdravf^ and divide himself from the com- 
lunionof the Church to which he belohgetb : 

1 which case, when all due means for the re- 
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ducing^Wm prote IntflcetuiJ, he lioviog that 
by cutiiiinf til' off from ihat church's comtnia 
■on i the church may jusily e&teem and decltii 
iiscif diuhjTgtd ol any furihcr inspectuMi on 
him- Htb. X. 25. Horn. x*i. 17, 11 TWl 
ii], 14. 



i 



IV. Of^Commtmion of CAurrAc*. ^ 

1- TXT'li Bgfee that pariicutar Chorcbe 
"*- VV ought not to walk so distioct ui( 
pdiuie from t;ith olhcr, as not to have car 
and icndcrnciis Lowtird» one another. But ihei 
Pabiui-B uught to huve frequent meetings is 
geihcr, thai by mutual advice, support, cikoU 
agi mtnt and brotherly intercourse, tbey vn. 
sirtnglhcn ibe hearts and hands of each otht 
in ihc way& of ihcLord. Acts, xv. 33, and xi 
17, la. 

IT. That none of out particular churchi 
thjil be subordinate to one anutber, euch bein 
endued uilb tqiuliiy of power from Jesi 
ChrUt. And that none of ihe said p<jTticuli 
churcheSi their officer or (ifficers, shall exercii 
any power, or have any siiptriovity over hi: 
oiher church or their officers. Rev. i, • 
Cant, viii, e. I Cor. xn, IS. Acts, xr. tSi 
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III. That known members of particular 
urches constituted as aforesaid, may have oc- 
sional communion with one another in the 
dinances of the gospel, viz the Word^ Prayer j 
icramenia^ Singing rtf Psalms^ dispensed accor- 
ng to the mind of Christ : unless that church 
th which they desire communion, hath any 
St exception agaiojst them. Acts, xviii, '17 • 
>m. xvi, i, 2. li Cor. iiif 1. I Cor. xii, 13* 

IV. That we ought not to admit any one to 
: a member of our respective congregations, 
at hath joined himself to another, without en- 
avours of mutual satisfaction of the congre* 
LtioD concerned. Heb. xiii, 1. I Cor. xiv, 40. 

V« That onb church ought not to blame the 
oceedings of another, until it hath heard what 
at chupoh charged, its Elders or messengers^ 
n say in vindication of themselves, fronjany 
arge of irregular or injurious proceedmgs. 
at« viif \. Prov. xviiiy 17* Deut* xiii, 14. 

VL That we are most willing and ready to 
re an account of our church proceedings to 
ch other, when desired, for preventing or re- 
oving any offences that may arise among us. 
kewise we shall be ready to give the Right 
»nd of Fellowship, and walk together accord- 
^ to the gospel rules of communion of church- ^ 
. IPet. iii, 15. Kom: xiv, 19. Acts, xi, 2, 3, \ 
18. Josh, xxii, 13 21, 30. Gal. ii, 9. Col. 
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V. O/Deacont and Ruling 

WE agrecy the office of a Dea 
vine appointment, and tha 
to their office to receive, lay out, 
the Church^ stock to its proper 
direction of tht Pjstor and brcthr 
And whereas, divers are of opinio 
is also tht office of Ruling Elders, 
not in word and doctrine, and oth 
erwise ; we agree that this differt 
breach among us. Acts, vL 3, 5i 
I Tim. iii 8 to 13. Rom- xii, 8. ] 
I Tim. V| 17. Phil, iii, 15| 16. 



wlted and advised with about auch mattcNU 
r« xxiv, 6. Acta, xr* 90. 

I. That auch meednga may coouat of amal* 
or greater numberai aa the matter ahali ro» 
re* 

II. That particular churches, their respect^ 
elders and members ought to have a rtve« 
lial ^gard to their judgment, ao given, and 
disaent therefrom without apparent grounda 
n the word of Gbd« Acts, xVi, .4« S« I Cor* 

33,33. Gal.i,8. I Pet. iv. IK 



• Of cur Demtantmr tmrntrdithe Civil Ma^ 

gUtroic* 

r E do reckon ourselves obliged continually 
^ to pray for God's protectioii, guidancCf 
blessing upon the rulers set over us* I* 
u ii, 3. Psal. xx, 1 to 4, and Ixxii, U 

'.• That we ought to yield unto them not on- 
ibjection in the Lord, but aupport, accord- 
o our station and abilities* Mat* xxii, 31* 
a. xiii, 5, 6. Neh. V| 18* 

I. That if at any time» it ahall be thei): 
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ARTICLES 

For the jldminUtratioa of Church Ditei 
nanimoiuly agreed uflon and ronacM 
lAe Elden arid alt the Churchei in ll 
efCanneelieut,in Mm-Engiaad, eoK 
Delegation in a General Council at i 
Sefiictnier 9rt, 1708. 



I 'T'HAT tha EWcrar Elderaofap 
X church, with the coRMot of tb 
ren of (he. same, have power and ougt 
ercise church discipline according to t 
of God's word, in relation to all scand 
fail out within the same. And it ma; 
in all cases of difRculty for the respeci 
tors of particular churches, to take ai 
the Elders of the churches in the nei 
hood, before they proceed to ceniiure 
cases. Mat, xviii, 17. Heb. xiii, 17. I 
4, 5, in. II Cor. ii, 6. Pro. xi, 14. AcU 

II. That the churi:heB which sre nei 
infr each to other, shall consociate for 
affording to each other such assiitance 
be requisite, upon all occauons ecclei 



[ 119] 

And that the particular pastors and churches^ 
^v'lihin the respectivt counties in this govern- 
ment shall be one consociation (or more if they 
Bhall judge meet) for the end aforesaid. Psal* 
cxxii) 5i 4^ 5, and cxxxiiii i. £ccl. iv, 9 to 12. 
Acts XV, 2, 6, 22, 23. I Tim. iv, 14. I Cor. 
xviy !• 

III. That all cases of Scandal that fall out 
within the cireuit of any of the aforesfftid con- 
sociations shall be brought to a council of 
the Elders, and also messengers of the church- 
es within the said circuit, i. e. the churches of 
one consociation, if they see cause to send 
messengers, when there shall be need of a 
council for the determination of them. Ill 
John 9, 10. I Cor. xvi, 1, Gal. vi, 1, 2. II Cor. 
xiii, 2. Acts XV, 22. II Cor. viii, 2S« 

IV, That according to the common practice 
of our churchesi nothing shall be deemed an 
act or judgment of any council, which hath not 
the major part of the Elders present concurring, 
and such a number of the ttiessengers present 
as makes the majority of the council : Provi- 
ded that if any such church shall not see cause 
to send any messengers to the council, or the per- 
sons chosen by them shall not attend ; neither 
of these shall be any obstruction to the pro- 
ceedings of the council, or invalidate any of 
their acts. Acts xv, 23. I Cor. xiv. 3 J, 35. 
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V. That when any case ia orderly bi 
before any council of the churchea it ahall 
be heard and determined which (unleaa € 
removed from thence) shiill be a final im 
all parties therein concerned &ha]l ait do« 
be determined thereby. And the coum 
hearinijf, and giving the result or final it 
the said case as aforesaid, shall see their 
mination, or judgment duly executed and 
ded in such way or manner, as shall ii 
judgment be most suitable and agreeable, 
word of God. Acts xv. I Cor. v^ 5* II i 
6, 1 1, and xiii, 2. Phil* iii, 15* Roro* ziv 

VI. Th it, if any Pastor and churcl 
obstinately refuse a due attendance and i 
mity to the determination of the connc 
hath the cognisance of the case, and det 
eth it as above, after due patience used 
shall be reputtd guilty of scandalous coi 
and dealt with as the rule of God*s word i 
case doth provide, and the sentence of no 
munion shall be declared against such 
and church. And the churches are to a 
of' the said sentence, by withdrawing fw 
communion of the Pastor and church wl: 
refusethtobe healed. Rom. xvi, 17. 
xviii, 15, 16, 17, bv proportion. Gal. ii. 
]'4. II Thess. ill, 6, 14. 

VII. That in case any difficulties sbs 
in any of the cJuirches in this colony, 
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liBOt be isMied withont considerable disquiet^ 
It church in which they arise (or that miiAs- 
?f or member aggrieved by them,) shall apply 
nttselved to the councilof the consociated chur- 
es bf the circuit, to which the said church 
lopgft, who^ if they aee caosei «hall thereupon 
iivene, hear Mid deterfnine such cases of 
ficuUy, unless the matter brought before 
effif shall be judged so great in the nature of 
prvo doubtful in the issue, or of such gen- 
ti concern, that the said council shall judge 
St that it be referred to a fuller council, con- 
it ing of the churches of the other consocia- 
M within the samii county, (or of the next ad- 
ining consociation of another county, if there 
: not two consociations in the county where 
e difficulty arisjBth) who together with them-i 
Ives shall hear, judge, determine and finally 
sue ^ucl^case according to the word of God. 
•o. xi, 14; .1 Cor. xiv, 33, and xiv, 24 by pro- 



irtion 
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VIU^,; T^at a particular church, in which 
ly di^culty doth arise, may, if they see cause, 
11 a council of the consociated churches of 
e circuit, to which the suid church belongs, 
jfore they proceed to sentence therein, but 
ere is not the same liberty to an offending 
other to call the said council, before the 
lurch to which he belongs proceed to excnnlP* 
unication in the said case, unless with the con- 



\ti 



sent tbem in the councils of t 
as occasion may call for them, 
in that capacity, till new be ch< 
service, unless any church shal 
their messengers anew, upon i 
such councils. Acts x?, 2, 4. 

X. That the minister or i 
county towns, and where then 
ters in such towns the two >)ex 
said town, shall as soon as coo> 
appoint a time and place, for tl 
Elders and messengers of the 
said county, in order to their 
selves into one or more consoci 
the said time and place to the ] 
ches of that county, who shi^ 
same, the Elders in their ov 
the churches by their messeng 
cause to send them. Which : 
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>n of any council, to be moderator) shall 
Lhe advice and consent of two more Elders 
I case of the moderators death, any two 
*s of the same consociation) call another 
;il within the circuit, when they shall judge 
is need thereof. And all councils may 
ribe rules as occasion may require, and 
iOGJet they shall jud^e needful within their 
it, fo£; the well perforating, and orderly 
gin^f their several Acts', to be attended 
lem or matters that come under their cog« 
ce. Phil, iv, 8. I Cor. xiv, 40. Phil, iii^ 
6. Rom, xiv, 3, 3. 

• That if any penift or persons orderly 
ilained of to a council, or that are witne&* 
» such complaints, (having regular noti- 
>n to appear) shall refuse or neglect so to 
the phcey and at the time specified in the 
ing given, except they or he give some 
^ing reason thereof to the said council, 
shall be judged guilty of scandalous con- 
t. Col. ii, 5. Heb. xiii, 17. I Thess. v. 



I. That the teaching Elders of each coun** 
ill be one association (or more if they see 
) which association or associations shall 
ible twice a year at least, at such time and 
as they shaU appoint, to consult the du- 
f their office, and the common interest of 
lurches, who shall consider «xi4 t«.t«)kVi^ 



questions and cues of importance whits. ^ 
be offered by «ny among LhemGclvM.o^r^ 
vho also Eb^U bave power of cxamiftij^ 
rccornmciulin^ the candidHtcK of the k^^Zl 
to Ibe norlc tbereof. Ptal. cxxxiii) K ^ 
«, IT, 23 to 32. Mel, ii. T. Mat. v, 1 1. zJf/ 
xvil, 8,9. 10. I Tim. V. 33. llTim. ii, IS, 
Tim. iii, 6, 10. aont-X, IS. f Tim. ir, 11. 

XIII. Thstttw«ud associated putoriths] 
take notice of any araong ibemselvcst that nu^ 
be accused of tpandal. cr beresy unto, or cog- 
nisable by tbem, examine the matter oarcfall^i 
and if they find just occasion shall direct lo ibe 
calling of the councM^ ^t)cre >ucb ofTentkri 
shill be duly proceeded against. Lev, xis, IT, 
ICor.v.e. Til. iii, 10, II, laa.lii. U. Mai. iii 
3. Tit. i. 6 to 9. DjMiI. xiii. U. Ill John 9, 10 
Rev. ii, 14, iS. I Tim. t, 30, and iv, 14. 

XIV. ThatUMSH^associatedpistorsahallat 
so be consulted by bcK'ived churches, belongin] 
to their assodaMon and recomneodto such chut 
cheft, such persons as may be fit to be called an 
settled in the work of ihe goEpel ministry amnni 
Ihem. And if such bereaved churches sha 
not seasonably caUand settle a minister amon 
them, the said aisociated pabtors shall liy Ih 
state of such twrMmd churches be&re the Gi 
neral Assembly of this crfony, that they ids 
take luch order conceminj; them, as sfaall t 
CMi&d necestaiy for their peace and cdiScitioi 
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)r. xi; 28. PhiK 11, 19, 20, 2 K II Tim* ii^ 
rit. i, 6 to 10. Isa. xlix, 23. 

/• That it be recommended as expedienti 
all the associations of this colony do meet 
general association by their respective del- 
!S, one or more out of each association 
a year, the first meeting to be at Hartford 
he time of the general election next 
ng the date hereof, and so annually in all 
:ounties successively, at such time and 
19 as they the said delegates shall in their 
al meetings appoint. Heb. xiii| 1 . 
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APPENDIX 



YHE following extract from the Rev. Dr. TVwm- 
lmU*s History of Connecticut mil afforiJ Mtt^" 
factory infcyrmaiion concerning the method in 
Vfhich the Confession of Faith^ Wc fvas intro- 
duced and established in the Churches qf Christ 
in this State* 



AT a meeting of the trustees, at Guilford, 
March 17th, 1703, they wrote a circular 
letter to the ministers, proposing ^^ to have a 
*' general synod of all the churches in the colony 
^^ of Connecticut, to g^ive their joint consent to 
*' the confession of faith, after t|ie example of 
^< the synod in Boston, in 1680," As this pro- 
posal was universally acceptable, the churches 
and ministers of the several counties met in a 
consociated council, and gave their assent to 
the Westminster and Savoy confessions of faith. 
Jt seems, that they also drew up certain rules 
of ecclesiastical union in discipline, as prepar- 
atory to a general synod, which they had still 
in contetnplalion. 



ations. Their annual meeting 
times of the general election a 
Hartford. At this time, they had 
tertainments made for them at tl 
pense. In these general meeting 
into consultations respecting the 
fare of the churches, the supplyir 
ministers, providing for their slat 
of divine ordinances, and the pi 
their peace and ordsr. The get 
of literature vi:er^ consulted and 
in cases in which it was requisite 
measures were adopted to assist 
lafRicted, in particular instances 
The affair of civilizing and chris 
Indians came under their serioi 
I ons. Sometimes they consulted it 
gave general directions respectin 
for the ministry, and the order 
introducing them into the churche 
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act and advise the churches and people as 
imstances required. This particularljr was 
;>ractice in Connecticut. 
HB venerable Mr. Hooker was a great 
d to the meeting and consociation of min- 
8 and churches^ as a grand mean of pro* 
mg purity^ union, and brotherly affectioni 
ng the ministers and churches. Duting 
ife the ministers, in the vicinity of Uart- 
, had frequent meetings at his house. A* 

a week before his death, he observed, with 
t earnestness, *^ We must agree upon con« 
int meetings of ministers, and settle the 
nsociation of churches, or dse n e are un« 
ne." Soon after his decease, ministers, in 
)us p.^rts of New-England, and especially 
Connecticut, began to establish constant 
tings, or associations, in particular vicini- 

and agreed on the business to be donei 
the manner in which they would proceed. 
HEY did not however all adopt the*samc 
e. Some of the meetings, or associations^ 
id and prayed, and discussed questions of 
^rtance for mutual instruction and edifica-^ 
. A moderator was chosen to conduct the 
ness of the meetings with order and de* 
:y, to receive all communications which 
ht be made from the churches, or other 
liar meetings, and to call the associated 
hren together on parUcular emergenciea. 
:se meetings were always opened and con* 
led with prayer* 



oaKc LUC cissuc-.iaiioii, nor negieci 
meetings, wUhoul sufficient reas< 
gaged, that in the meetings they 
questions immediately respectii 
and their conduct : That they vi 
consider all cases proposed t 
neighbouring churches or indivi 
letters directed to them from part 
es or persons ; and discuss any q 
h.d been proposed at a preced 
In some of these associations, it 
meet statedly once in six weeks oi 
As the design was for their owi 
provement and the arlvancement 
ty in general, the associations a 
ture in the parishes in which the] 
the instruction and edification of t 
Connecticut, after the resolution < 
biy, in 1 680, the ministers had 
ings every week. 
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to associate, and could bind none but them* 
'^selves. "i he churches might advise wiih them 
if they chose it, or neglect it at pleasure. Ther^ 
was no regular way of introducing candidate^ 
to the improvement of the churches, by the 
general consent either of themselves or th& 
ciders. When they had finished their collegi- 
ate studies, if they imagined themselves quali- 
fied, and could find some friendly gentleman in 
the ministry to introduce them, they began to 
preach without an examination or recommend- 
ation from any body of ministers or churches. 
If they studied a time with any particular min- 
ister or ministers, after they had received the 
honours of college, that minister, or those min- 
isters introduced them into the pulpit at plea- 
sure, without the general consent and approba- 
tion of their brethren. Many judged this to be 
too loose a practice, in a matter of such im^ 
mense importance to the divine honuiir, the 
reputation of the ministry, ;nd the peace and 
edification of the churches. Degrees at college 
were esteemed np sufiicient evidence of men's 
piety, knowledge of theology, or minibteriul 
gifts and qualifications. 

Besisks, it was generally conceded, that the 
state of the churches was lamentable, with re- 
spect to their general order, government, and 
discipline. That for the wi«nt of a more jj^entral 
and energetick government, many chiinhcs ran 
into confusion ; that councils were not suffici- 
ent to relieve the aggrieved and restore peace. 



case seemed to be without 
was no such thing, in this 
their difficulties to a final issi 
For the relieving of the! 
there were many, in the New 
es; not only among the clei 
tlemen of principle, charact 
wished for a nearer union am 
A great majority of the legi 
in Connecticut were for the a 
isters and the consociation o 
synod) in 1662, had given the 
favour of the consociation of 
heads of agreement drawn u 
by the united ministers, in 
presbyterian and congregatio 
made their appearance on tli 
lantic ; and, in general, were 
The VII. article of agreemen 
of the ministry makes expres' 
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chihg the |:ospel9 be not only qualified 
he communiob of saints ; but alao^ that 
pt in cases extraordinary, they give proof 
eir gifts and fitness ibr the said work, 

the pastors of the churches of known 
:ies to discern and judge of their qualifi- 
ns ; that they may he sent forth with 
an approbation and prayer ; Which we 
t needful, that no doubt inay remain 
^rning their being c:dled unto the work ; 
for preventing, as much as in us lieth, 
•ant and rash intruders." In these arii- 

it is also agreed, that in so great and 
ity a matter ab the calling and choosing 
tor, we judge it ordinarily requisite, that 

such church consult and advise with the 
rs of the neighbouring congregations* 
lis state of the churches, the legislature 
an act, at their session in May 1 708, re- 

the ministers and churches to meet 
m an ecclesiastical constitution. I'he 
^nsions and wibhes of the assembly win» 
est mannner, be discovered by their own 
ich is in the words following, 
is assembly from their own observation^ 
le complaint of many others, being made 
)le of the defects of the discipline of the 
hesof this'gd^ernment, arising from 

ant of a more explicit asserting of the 
2;iven for that end in the holy scriptures ; 
which would arise a permanent estab- 
ent among ourselves, a good and regular^ 

M 
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" issue in cases subject to eccleaiastical dis 
^' line, ^lory to Chhist, our head, and edL 
*' tion to his members ; hath seen fit to on 
'^ and requirei and it is by the authority of 
*^ sime ordained and required, that the mi 
'^ ters of the several counties in this goT* 
** ment shall meet together, at their respec 
^^ county towns, v-ith such messengers as 
<^ churches, to which they belong, shall 
'^ C4use to bend wiih them, on the last Mod 
<^ in Jiine next ; there to consider and ag 
*^ upon those methods and rules for the n 
*^ a{>emcnt of ecclesiustical di>cipliney whicl 
*' tht^m shall be judged fap:reeable and confo 
'^ able to the word of God, and shall at 
*' s'une mectinjy appoint two or more of tl 
*^ number to be ilieir delegates, who shall 
" meet together at Saybrook, at the nexto 
" menrenrient to be held there ; where thty s 
^' comprxre the results of the ministers of 
*^ several counties, and out of and from th 
^' to draw a form of ecclesiastical discipl 
'' which, by two or more persons delegatec! 
'• them, shall bt* ofTortd to this court at tl 
" session, at New- Haven, in October ntxt, 
" be considered of ind confirmed by them : i 
" the expense of the ttbove mentioned meeti 
^* sh.li be: defrayed out of tin: publick treab 
" of this colony." 

*' A true copy of the record, 
« Test. ELEAZKll KIMBERLY, Sec 
Accoiu)I?:g to the ar.l cf assembly, the r 
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bts and churches of the several counties con' 
ied» at the time appoiuted, and made their 
tpective' draughts for discipline, and chose 
;ir delegates for the genet-al meetmg at SajT'' 
>ok in Septetnber. 

The ministers igid messengers chosen for 
s council and its result will appear from their 
nutea. 

Kt a meeting of delegates from the councils 
the several counties of Connecticut colony, 
New-England in America, at Saybrook Sept. 
I, 1708. 

PRESENT, 

From the council in Hartford county. 
The Rev. Messrs. Timothy IVoodbridge, JVoa- 
h Rusaellj Stephen MioC, 
Messenger— J'b/w Haynea^ Esquire* 

Prom the council in Fait field county, 
rhe Rev. Messrs. Charles Chauncey^ John 
rvenfioirtk 

Vtessenger— ^Deacon Samuel thitk 
Prom the council in New-London county. 
The Rev. Messrs. James Myea^ Thomas 
ckingham^ Moses Moyes^ John Woodward* 
Messengers^-/?o6^f Chapman^ Deacon WU" 
n Parker. 

From the council of New-Haven county. 
The Rev. Messrs. Samuel Andrew^ James 
rrfiont^ Samuel RusseL 

*• The Rev. James Noyesand Thomas Buck- 
;ham being chosen moderators. The Rev« 



{ 
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menti and do ordain, that all the churches 
wtthiQ this government, that are, or shall be^ 
thus united in doctrine, worship, and disci- 
pline be, and for the fiiture shall be owned 
■nd acknowJedged est&blised by law ; pro^ 
provided always, that nothing herein shall 
be intended or construed to hinder or prevent 
sny souety or church, that is or shall be al* 
lotred by the laws of this government, who 
soberly differ or dissent from the united 
churches hereby established, from exercising 
worship and discipline, in their own way, ac- 
cording to their. consciences*" 
«< A true copy, Test. 
ELEAZAR KIMBERLYi Seeretary.'^^ 
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i^orfior^Ud in Oatc 

Article l.T^*^^S«ocwty« 
-*• the name o; 
Society of Connecikuf. 

Art. 2. The General J 
state of Connecticut, shall be 
«ry Society. 

Art. 3. The general assocl 
ly by ballot, appoint twelve 
six shall be clergymen, and s 
ren of the churches, who sha! 
siness of the society in the 
clescribed. 

Art. 4. The object of this 
to christianize the heathen in 

and to SUDDnrl anri rkt*#x.v%^*A 
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I shall adopt such m^ajjures from time 
for raising funds as they shall judge ts- 
• 

6. The trustees shall bav^ power to 
le funds of the socio^y according to their 
on, in all ca^esin which tbty shall not 
ed by the general association) or by the 

They shall correspond with other rois- 
SQcietieSi shall have power to appoint 

miss missionaries, to pay them, and gc^ 

to transact all business necessary to at- 
ends of the society ; and shall be paid 

tcessary expences, but nothing for their 

u 

7. The trustees shall annually appoint 
;ary, who shall keep a fair account of 
oceedings* They shall also appoint a 
in, who, with four of the trustees, shall 
3rum to transact business, or if the sta- 
irman shall not be present, any seven of 
tees shall he a quorum* 

8. The chairman shall have power to 
ieetinR[ of the trustees at his discretioih 
rs left with them, or at the houses of 
sidence ; and it shall be his duty to call 
seting whenever requested by two of the- 
i ; and in case of the death oftlie chair« 

of his absence from the state, any two 
i are hereby em powered to call a meet- 



9. The general association shall annii- } 
(oint a treasurer and auditor of accounts ; 



f 
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ntul the treasurer shall exhibit both to the gelHI 
eral aKsocidtion, and to the trustees, the state oil 
the treasury, whenever he shall be called tipooj 
(or that purpose. I 

Art. 10. The trustees shall annually exhibit F 
to the general association, a particular account 
of the missionaries employed by them, of ph« 
ces to which they are sent ; of the tnissioiis s 
of the stite of the funds, bf the receipts andexp 
penditures ; and of whatever relatinfi; to thisiD- 
ikti'ution the {2;eneral association shall require* 

Art. II. The trustees and all the officers of 'l 
this society »h.<ll enter on their respective offi- 
ces on the first Wednesday of 5<'yi'«w3rr onnu- 
ally ; and shall continue in office for one year. * 
Art. 12. The trustees shall hold their first 
meetinf^ at the state house in Hartford on the 
fist Wedni-isday of September next, at II o* 
c|r)ck, A. M. and in every year thereafter^ they 
:<h tli meet at the same time and place, unless 
othciwi.se orclereal by the general association* 
Art. n. Ifon experience, it shall be found 
?%'jcessarv to alter this constitution, on altera* 
tion may be made by the j2:eneral association at 
tl.^.ir stated session ; but not without having 
h^^n drawn up in writing and lying under con- 
sideration one year ; nor unless at least two 
tiiirds ofthe general association shall adopt said 
•r» I tt ration. 



* Al »hc moeiingof the General Association 
^H'O, titc ?* or:] Ji:::':t ',yas sub3!i-.uttd for Se/t-* 






TffF. FOLLOW IMXi 

ITEM OF RULES, 

l^la'ioa of bu»itits* brjbre ike Gcitrrol 
'ion 'if the .Sta'e afConnectieui, tni* o- 
a»d orderrd lo &e priru^ and tent lo 
■tort nf (he teveral aatociated Ciacrchca 
iiaie. 



E Minister at whose honso the Aktn- 
ititon is to meet, when the liour of 
s come, provided a irajoi'liy of the 
be present, shall call them to order, 
or, receive and count the ballots Ibr & 
d declare the person chosen. If iheie 
lajority present, be shall wait one hour 
procetd. 

; person chosen scribe shall call fan 
id count the ballots for a moderator, 
re the person chosen. 
: moderator shall take the chair acd 
members to ballot for an assistadt 

: moderator, after the certificates of 
hip are read) shall open the Aau>cia- 
I prayer ; he shall also open and close 
ation, each day, with prayer, except 
ninaiion of the session, at which lime 
tqtiest some other person to pray* 
soon as the association is opened a 



To.** Zf.^ztt^ »rr ibe usocnt/ 

f Lt-s*? r:::rr: s?2xd */:« 

:: • r .: - :r.t issoc: -tii-n ;s adf ^ 

£•-::.? ti .'I tike iht cr.iir. aD<t 

:.- iTtrtb? roli of ihe memb^ 

« -^rdT sh*bt caUcd to gi^ 
•••• -•!.«■ 

*• Nr TistTnbcr shall withdn 
i » -• * : :"r = cl ?ss c f :he session, 
•:: *r9.c":c £r>: obcair.ed from ll 

$ A:":;r the ^ssorutlcn is 
r- r^».-- ^T praTtr, the minutea 
. -^ ;.!▼ .Jill 5c rc^d by the sc 

?. rr:c ^lidentor shall pres 
Jr:r-*-?R in the bodr ; and wht 
:*-.e racr.is of aay question, he 
chii* «tk! ^ddrtHS himself to the 

'. ''. ETcrr member when he i 
:*:.-'*. si.!-t:ss the Moderator. 

... Nd member shall spe 
itrlc* lo ihc merits of the que* 
txccp: bT speci-l permission of 
n>'^rs than cnce until every mem 
spe k sh.Il have spoktn. 

: r. Every motion, enctpt fo 
sh:<Il be reduced to writing, if 
cr a'-T twr> members desire it. 

1 ?. When a question is uni 
motion sh^Il he made except for 
^r the previous question— to p< 
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%n adjoornment. The previous question is, 
^Ml the main gueation now be put ? 

14. No motion) except for reconsideration, 
ahall be acted upon until secondt-d. 

1 5. When 9Xiy member, in debating or other- 
^iscf shall transgress the rules of the body, 
the Moderator shall, by his own authority, or 
9t the request of any member, call him to or- 
der ; and if a question shall arise concerning 
}iis being in order it shall be decided by an ap- 
peal to the bodyf 

16. When two or more rise at once, the 
Moderator shall name the member who is first 
to speak* 

17* Whilst the Moderator is putting any 
jquestion, or (addressing the body, no one shall 
walk out of or across the house ; nor, in such 
case, or when a member is speaking, shull en- 
tertain private discourse, or read any printed 
book or p'jper ; nor whilst a metnber is spcak- 
' big, shall pass between him and the chair. 
1 8. No motion, committed to writing, shall b^ 
finally decided upon, until it sh 11 have ha4 
three several readings, if any member require 

it. 

; 19. In cases of equal divisions of votes, 
[ the moderator shall have a casting vote. 

30. If three or more members object a- 
l^ainst the appointment of a committee by no- 
I minatlon, the committee shall be chosen by 
iballot. 

2 1 . The moderator shall continue in officr 
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•'ir.ii! (hie next annual Rieeting'cif 
asscciaUon^ and shall have poorer, 
plication «f atiy restrict a^sociatio 
I be (^cAei'al association, and likewj 
iiecebsityi to niter the appointed p 
id tneciltiz ; of both which he shs 
iick notici; in such papers publis} 
fordf NeW'Haven, and New-Lond 
jud^ to 'ha\'e the most eKtensive i 
^3. These rules and orders sh 
the opening; of every session of th 
and shall be in force during the pi 
bodir^ any rules to the contrail 
made; notwithstanding. 
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